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The SPEARER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m.. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

COAL.
As to Wallsend Open Cut.

Mr. MAY asked the Honorary Minister
for Mines:

Will he lay upon the Table of the House
all files relating to the Wailsend open-cut?)

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
Yes.

TRANSPORT.

As to Taxi Licenses and Service.

Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for
Police:

(1) is it a fact that there has recently
been a great increase in the number of
taxi lic-enses issued in the metropolitan
area?

(2) Is it a fact that there are more taxi
licenses issued in Perth than there are
ranks to accommodate them?

(3 Is he aware that taxi drivers are
forbidden by law to cruise the streets or
park off a rank in the hope of picking up
chance passengers?

(4) Is he aware that some taxi drivers
work only in the week-ends (the busiest
period) and have other employment dlur-
ing the week?

(5) Does he think it right that some taxi
drivers should engage in the lucrative
week-end work without providing any ser-
vice to the public during the rest of the
week?

(6) Will steps be taken to remedy the
situation?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The taxi ranks are under the control

and jurisdiction of the Perth City Council.
(3) Yes.
(4). (5) and (5) I understand that some

such cass occur, and the position will be
given consideration.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.
As to Veterinary Officers.

Mr. BOVELL asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) Is the Department of Agriculture
taking any action to increase the numeri-
cal strength of the staff of veterinary
offcers?

(2) If so, what additional number is
desired?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes. The Agent General in London

has a standing order to select suitable
veterinary surgeons for appointment, and
applications are called throughout Aus-
tralia from time to time.

Provision has been made for the train-
ing of two cadets, per annum, up to ten
in all. Two are now doing their second
year at the Sydney University Veterinary
School, and one is studying at the Perth
University and will proceed to Sydney next
year.

(2) There are six vacancies existing in
the Department at the present time.

RAILWAYS.
As to Spark-arresters on "PMR"

Locomotives.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Railways:

Is it correct that the type of spark-
arresters incorporated in the new "PMR"
engines is not considered spark proof and
will either have to be removed or con-
siderably modified?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:

The spark-arrester fitted to the "sPMRt"
class engine is satisfactory and there is no
proposal for Its removal or modification.

NEW CAUSEWAY.
As to Expediting Construction.

Mr. GRIFFITH asked the minister for
Works:

(1) Has the Government given consid-
eration to working two shifts on the
Causeway in order to expedite construc-
tion?

(2) If consideration has been given,
what decisions were reached?

(3) What were the reasons for such de-
cisions?
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The MINISTER replied:-
(I) Yes.
(2) A system of shift work was imprac-

ticable owing to the absence of skilled and
semi-skilled labour. Overtime, however,
is being regularly worked on four days per
week and on Saturdays.

(3) Answered by (2).

SWAN RIVER.
As to Pollution and Destruction of

Cormorants.
Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for Fish-

series:
(1) Does he agree with the reported

*expression of opinion given by the Gen-
eral Manager of the Fremantle Harbour
Trust to a special meeting of the Nedlands
Road Board that human excreta which
'went into the Swan River was far less than
that dropped by shags and other birds?

(2) Is he aware that excreta from five
to seven thousand persons finds its way
into the river, on an average, daily?

(3) As this volume of human exoreta
represents many thousands of shags will
be examine the possibility and feasibility
of destroying these cormorants?

The MINISTER replied:
(1),* (2) and (3) No investigation has

been made by the Fisheries Department
with regard to the matters raised, so I am
unable to express an opinion.

EDUCATION.
As to Kalgoorlie Technical School

Equipment.

Mr. McCULLOCR (without notice) asked
the Minister for Education:

(1) Is the Minister aware that, notwith-
standing he advised the member for Boul-
der on the 8th August last by an ans-
wer to a question and myself prior to
that date, that action was then proceeding
to install machinery at the new Goldfields
technical school, that to date no activity
has taken place to have such machinery
installed?

(2) In view of the above, will he en-
deavour to expedite the installation of the
machinery which is still lying idle?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) The matter is not within

my knowledge.
(3) Yes.

NORTHAMPTON ROAD.
As to Permanent Maintenance Gang.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE (without notice)
asked the Minister for Works:

Can the Minister advise the House as
to the possibility of a Main Roads De-
partment maintenance gang being per-
manently engaged on the Northampton
Road?

The MINISTER replied:
From Inquiries already made. I am able

to advise that every endeavour is being
made to have a permanent gang available
for maintenance on that road.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifteenth Day.

Debate resumed from the 31st August.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn)
(4.37]: This is the first occasion on which
I have had the honour of addressing the
House as member for Mt. Hawthorn. Of
course, on previous occasions I have
spoken to the Address- in -reply as the
member for Pilbara over a period of some
ten years, and I desire at this stage to
express my appreciation to the Pilbara
electors for returning me as their repre-
sentative on a number of occasions. I
made many friendships in my earlier years
in the North-West, which I hope will last
for the rest of my life. At the same time,
I express my appreciation to the electors
of Mt. Hawthorn who saw fit, on the 25th
March, 1950, to return me as their mem-
ber, and I hope by attention to my Par-
liamentary duties and by my concentration
on the aff airs of State to ensure that their
confidence has not been misplaced.

As Mt. Hawthorn is, of course, a grow-
ing district, Ministers can expect, from
time to time, representations from me on
behalf of that area and in respect to its
local requirements. I therefore think it
fitting if, for a few moments. I pass a few
remarks on the needs of that district.
Owing to the increase of population, there
are certain roads which, although at pre-
sent not main roads, will soon, I hope, be
declared as such, if the Minister will give
attention to my remarks and have the re-
quests of the electors of that district in-
quired into. At present there are four
important roads in the electorate which
should be declared main roads. The first
is Hutton-street from Scarborough-road
to Main-street. The next one is Royal-
street-which is really a continuation of
Hutton-street-from Main-street to the
Mt. Yoklne Golf Links.

As the Minister for Lands and the mem-
ber for Guildford -Midland know, the
reason why I mention these two streets is
that during the summer months there is
a vast volume of traffic passing through
Bayswater on to Mt, Yokine, and a great
number of vehicles use Scarborough
Beach-road and North Beach-road to
travel to the beaches. The roads there
are very narrow, so much so that they are
dangerous to pedestrians. Quite a lot of
heavy traffic, including the haulage of
logs, passes over the roads, which should
be widened and declared main roads. At
the same time there is Curtis-street from
Main-street to Wanneroo-road, which is
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continued through to Balcatta-road or, as
some people call it, North Beach-road.
Buses run along that thoroughfare, and it,
too, is dangerous to pedestrians. I have
seen mothers forced to push their pram-
bulators off the road into the sand when
the traffic is coming towards them. The
fourth one I have in mind is the Wan-
neroo-road from Dog Swamp to what is
known as the Seven Mile. There is a
great deal of heavy traffic there too, and
that particular section should be declared
a main road. I trust the Minister for
Works will give consideration to my sug-
gestion.

I do not know whether the matter comes
within the province of the Ministe r for
Works or of the Minister for Rousing, but
I think that when subdivisions are ef-
fected for the erection thereon of Com-
monwealth-State rental homes, special
consideration should be given to the re-
serving of adequate park lands or playing
grounds for children and for the ex-
panding adult Population.

The Minister for Works: Is not that
done now?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: It may be, but I
am striking that note because I fear that
quite unconsciously the authorities con-
cernied may be inclined to use too great a
proportion of the area available for build-
ing purposes and too little for parks and
reserves. I appreciate the difficulty con-
fronting the Minister for Works with re-
gard to the extension of the sewerage sys-
tem in the inetropolitan-suburban area
but in due course he will receive a depu-
tation from the people inmy electorate
asking for extensions in the Mount Haw-
thorn-Joondanna Heights and Osborne
Park areas. With regard to transport
matters, it is not my intention to go into
details at this stage but I may do so when
we are considering the revenue Estimates.

The people of Mount Hawthorn are
naturally pleased that, as the result of
their representations both to the previous
Minister, which were futile, and to the
present Minister, the trolley-bus service,
which is to replace the tramways system
in the district, is to be extended to Kal-
goorile-street. In the first instance the
request was that the buses should run
along Scarborough -road to The Boulevarde,
but the then Minister, apparently on the
advice of the manager of the Tramway
Department, refused the request. The
poles were erected round Sadlier Park and
it would have been a veritable death trap,
but the present Minister, after taking into
consideration the representations of a
deputation I introduced to him, saw fit to
agree to extend the service to Kalgoorlie-
street. It is only reasonable that the
service should be extended in that direc-
tion. and I understand It will take place
in October.

At the same time, I would like to voice
my protest against the action of the Min-
ister for ransport or of the manager of
the Tramways Department with respect
to the treatment meted out to Osborne
Park residents. A system has been intro-
duced whereby the drivers only are in con-
trol of the one-man buses and tickets are
sold on the kerbstone. The result of that
government policy is that many people
find tt most unsatisfactory and incon-
venient, and the system is losing a lot of
revenue in consequence. Recently I asked
a series of questions dealing with the mat-
ter and the answers I received indicated
that inquiries were being made regarding
the whole position. I hope the present
unsatisfactory state of affairs will he
remedied and that the Minister for Tranis-
port will see that the requests of the
Osborne Park residents are ag-reed to, and
that they are given reasonable considera-
tion in a matter of transport to and from
the city.

I hope the Government will see fit dur-
ing the Present -session to introduce legis-
lation to amend the Workers' Compensa-
tion Act. When it was last amended In
1949, the amount of compensation pro-
vided for, either by way of lump sum or
weekly payments, was based on the basic
wage as it applied at that time. Nowadays
with the basic wage, despite the futile
efforts of the Minister for Prices to con-
trol the charges for commodities, continu-
ing to soar, I think the Government should
keep in mind the necessity of adjusting
Compensation payments to meet the in-
creased cost of living as reflected in the
basic wage. Speaking from memory, I
think that when the latest amending legis-
Jlation was passed the basic wage wasE £5 s.
9d. per week whereas today it is £7 3s. 6d.
The purchasing Power of the £1 has been
reduced considerably, despite the promises
by both State and Commonwealth Liberal
Governments that they would put value
back into it. The time is ripe for the
Workers' Compensation Act to be further
amended along the lines I have indicated.

Then again the Government should give
consideration to increasing superannuation
and other payments made through the
State Treasury, because those who receive
superannuation and other fixed payments
are finding it increasingly difficult to make
ends meet. The Government should take
steps to bring those people into line with
others who receive consideration, and so
help them to provide for their every day
requirements. Although I know it is a
Federal matter and may involve in-
creased payment on the part of the
Commonwealth Government, I am con-
vinced that consideration should be given
to the abolition of the means test with
regard to the old age pension. It is a mnat-
ter of common knowledge that there are
people who over the years of their active
industrial life have reared large fami-
lies, and now they have only their homes
or possibly are renting premises and pos-
sess no cash or property.
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There are others who have been thrifty
s~nd their mode of living has enabled them
to save something for their old age. In
consequence they now find that they are
restricted with regard to the amount of
pension they are entitled to. Indeed, some
of them find they are not entitled to any
pension at all until they dispose of some
of their cash or assets. For my part I
think that the person who during the
'Whole of his or her active industrial life
bhas paid the taxation demands and has
lived subject to the laws of the country,
should be entitled, without any qualifica-
tion whatever, on attaining the age of 60
or 65 years, to an increased superannua-
tion or other pension without any strings
attached to those payments. I hope the
,day is not far distant when the people of
lAustralia will be able to receive their
:superannuationl or pensions as a right, no
matter what their financial position hap-
pens to be.

I do not propose to go into the ques-
tion of prices in any great detail because
a long debate took place some time ago
on this matter, and I think the Minister
for Prices has a fair Idea what the Opposi-
tion thinks of the administration of the
price-fixing law. But I do propose to
clear up one or two aspects so that the
Government will know where this side
stands. I have stated before, and I re-
peat. that the evidence submitted by the
Minister himself and in the uncontra-
dicted statements that have appeared
from time to time in the Press, indicating
that meat has been sold from 4d. to 8d.
per lb. over the fixed price, means that
the basic wage is at least 5s. or 6s. a
week less in value than it would other-
wise be. I defy the Minister to contra-
diet that statement.

The position with regard to meat prices
is such that a Royal Commission should
be appointed to inquire into the whole
ramifications of the cattle industry and
the sale of meat, both wholesale and re-
tail. The Government brought from an-
other State a Mr. Kelly to inquire into
the situation, but his inquiries were re-
stricted. He remained here for only a
few days and did not, as far as I know,
take evidence on oath. We have state-
ments from the retailers that they cannot
buy meat at the prices they are obliged
to pay and still sell to the consumers at
the fixed price. If they do they will lose
all along the line.

On the other hand, we have the Prices
Commissioner fixing a certain price in
excess of which the retailer is not sup-
posed to charge. But I say without quai-
fication that the evidence submitted in this
Chamber and through the Press indicates
that the people are paying more than
the fixed price. We have that information
from the retailers themselves and from
Mr. Kelly, who inquired into the whole
position. The Premier admitted It and
the Attorney General tardily admitted it

after a series of questions were submitted
to him. The time has arrived for a Royal
Commission to go into the whole ramifica-
tions of the industry with a view to find-
ing out just what are the difficulties and
what should be done to protect the pro-
ducers, the wholesalers, the retailers and
the consumers;, because at present there
is not the slightest shadow of doubt that
many retailers are obliged to be dishonest
in order to carry on their business.

I do not think that anyone here, and
any member of the Government, will deny
that blackmarketing is taking place. One
retailer told me that he has an acknow-
ledgment showing that he paid £436 over
and above the fixed price to get his meat.
Otherwise he would not have obtained
it and been able to trade. That is not
right. This man is prepared to place all
his books of account before any firm of
auditors or any impartial auditor or ac-
countant in order to let it be ascertained
whether he is making too much or too
little.

The Attorney General: Is he prepared
to give information to the Prices Branch
so that prosecutions can take place?

Mr. W. HEONEY: There is the position.
The blackmarket is so strong that he
will not get his meat unless he pays a
price on the side. I am not blaming the
retailers. The ordinary retailer is only
a man battling for a living. He has to
pay the fixed price to the wholesaler and
then an amount on the side. The only
way to find out these things is to have
a Royal Commission to inquire into the
matter and have evidence produced on
oath. It Is not fair to the retailers, the
way things are going; and It is not fair
to the consumers. Only lately, the Gov-
erment, through the responsible Minister,
denied that any price over the fixed price
was being paid by consumers for meat.
To back up the statements I have made,
I will read a short extract from "The West
Australian" of the 29th August. This is
a statement by Mr. Mickle, Acting Presi-
dent of the Meat and Allied Trades Fed-
eration. Among other things he said-

We intend as fEar as possible to see
that the State Government is made
to face up to the simple fact that our
trade is finished with financially sub-
sidising meat for the whole com-
munity. Uf the Government cannot
speedily devise a fair system of con-
trol and stamp out the present black-
market which runs into thousands of
pounds a week, then it had better con-
sider subsidising the price of meat it-
self and not leave this task to a few
traders.

So long as Mr. MeLarty and Mr.
Abbott continue talking instead of
taking effective action, the black-
market will grow and the housewives
will pay because the comparatively



[5 September. 1950.] 543

few traders that are trying to trade
legitimately are now stating openly
that the old adage that crime does not
pay is today untrue of the meat trade.

That is a statement not from any irre-
sponsible person but from the Acting
President of the Meat and Allied Trades
Federation, and I think it is sufficient evi-
dence to warrant the setting up of a Royal
Commission to deal with the whole ques-
tion and to try to have the vexed problem
of meat prices cleared up.

I come to another statement from which
I wish to quote. I do not know whether
every member of this Chamber has seen
it. but I propose to read a few lines of it.
Coming from the source it does it is a
most amazing statement. It appeared in
the leading article in "The West Aus-
tralian" and openly urges and advises
traders to break the law. The portion I
propose to quote reads as follows:-

The wholesalers undertook in July
that, if control were removed from
September 1, their prices would be
kept within ceiling limits until March
1. Control, however, is to remain and.
pending a substantial drop in live-
stock prices, the Government might
stay its hand against butchers sus-
pected of overcharging.

Does the Government stand for that?
This paper is its mouthpiece.

Mr. Styants: I think that has been their
policy for some time.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: That is from a lead-
ig article on the main page of "The West

Australian" and the Chairman of Directors
is Mr. H, B. Jackson whose son holds the
illustrious position of President of the
Arbitration Court,

The Attorney General: It is not his son.

Mr. W. HEONEY: Then it must be his
nephew. The uncle is chairman of
directors of the paper and the nephew is
President of the Arbitration Court; and
here is a responsible journal with a cir-
culation of hundreds of thousands openly
advising traders to break the law. What
would "The West Australian" say if the
workers, through their industrial unions,
said tomorrow that although there is a
40-hour working week they intended to
work 36 hours and advised the Arbitration
Court to put the soft pedal on and do no-
thing for the time being? What would it
say if the workers decided they wanted
higher wages instead of the margins set
down? "The West Australian" would be
the first organ to throw its columns
open for the castigation of workers from
one end of the country to the other.
And yet we have a statement from this
responsible journal apparently advocating
or suggesting that this Government. which
is to a large degree responsible for making
the laws of the country. should break the

law. I mention that to show that, al-
though price-fixing is now out of hand, it
can get still further out of hand.

This is an invitation to traders to break
the law in regard to the sale of meat and,
in turn, an encouragement to other traders
to break the law in regard to the sale of
other commodities above the fixed prices.
The Government would be well advised to
appoint a Royal Commission to investigate
these problems and find a solution for them.
From time to time-more particularly at
election time or on other occasions when
inspired statements are made by Liberal
Ministers--we hear a lot of statements
urging full production. We had an indica-
tion of what happens in the case of full
production only the other day, when mar-
ket gardeners had produced to the fullest
possible extent. Did the consumers get
cauliflowers and othier vegetables all a
reasonable Price as a result of that full
production? Of course not! It was of
no benefit at all to either the consumer or
the grower, because the vegetables were
simply dug into the ground. I am not
suggesting that the market gardeners
should have marketed their produce at a
loss.

The vegetable growers are a hard-work-
ing section of the community. They work
long hours, and often their wives assist
them in the field and their children help,
after school hours, to an appreciable ex-
tent. They are entitled to a reasonable
price for what they produce but, when one
checks up on the margin between what
the producers receive in the market and
what the consumer pays for vegetables in
the shops, it will be found that there is
plenty of room for inquiry and action on
the part of the Government in an en-
deavour to ensure that, while the pro-
ducer receives a reasonable return for his
product, the consumer also is able to obtain
vegetables at a reasonable Price. Much has
been said about the export of peas to
other States, and we know that there must
be a free flow of trade between the States,
as provided in the Commonwealth Con-
stitution. We know, also, that the pro-
ducer will send his produce to the best
possible market.

I hope the Government will endeavour to
do something to strengthen the link be-
tween the producer and the consumer. The
position has now arisen where market gar-
deners have been presented recently with
an edict or instruction by the auctioneers
and the market trust, to the effect that
they will not accept cauliflowers in crates
on certain mornings of the week. A deputa-
tion was introduced to the Minister for
Agriculture, and his answer was that he
could not do anything about the market
trust or the auctioneers. There may be
arguments both for and against the crat-
ing of cauliflowers but, if the gardener de-
sires to market his cauliflowers in that
way, he should be allowed to do so. We
must realise that a number of the gar-
deners are getting on in Years. Some are
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in the afternoon or late evening of their
lives, and it is no joke for them to have
to lift crates of cauliflowers, While it
may be true-as I think It is-that the
Minister has no power at present to inter-
fere in this regard, I feel that the Govern-
ment should pay attention to the question
and that the Minister should be given
Power, if necessary, to rectify the state
of affairs to which I have referred.

I come flow to the vexed question of
housing, and I am sorry that the Minister
for Housing Is not present. I will deal
with certain aspects of the question that
have not been touched on up to date. It
is not my intention to quote the figures
that have been supplied by the Minister
from time to time, as I understand that
another member will deal with that aspect
of the housing problem. I wish to focus
attention on the absolutely misleading
statements and correspondence that eman-
ate from the Housing Commission from
time to time in answer to applicants who
are in dire need of homes. I realise the
problems that confront any Government
in connection with housing. No matter
what Government is in power, there are
certain definite and distinct problems that
have to be overcome: but the keynote of
the approach of any Government to this
question should be an honesty and frank-
ness towards the people that this Govern-
ment has not demonstrated. Until more
primary materials, such as cement, bricks,
asbestos and timber are produced, there
will be a dearth of homes. No-one can
gainsay that.

Some people have said that we should
exclude migrants from our country until
the housing position is eased, but that
could apply in reverse also. If we intro-
duce migrants and see that they are ab-
sorbed in industries of a primary character,
producing materials required for building,
they will eventually assist materially in
overcoming our housing difficulties. My
criticism of the Government at this stage
is that for the last 31 years it has tried
to mislead people into believing that the
housing problems have been overcome and
that there is a steady flow of all kinds of
building materials available, and that
everyone will be housed in due course. We
know that the problem is as great today
as it was five years ago, and that, as a
matter of fact, it is becoming more accen-
tuated. In the words of the Member for
West Perth, the tangle is worse than ever.
Why is not the Government honest enough
to tell the people the truth about the mat-
ter? When it replies to the people, through
the Housing Commission, why does it not
give a frank statement of the position?

To prove my point, I will quote from a
number of letters I have here. Some of
them would appear insulting if one did
not realise that they were sent out by
the Housing Commission In an endeavour
to stave off the evil day for another few
weeks, hoping, like Micawber, that some-
thing would turn up. I appeal to the

Minister to see to it that the type of let-
ter sent out from the Housing Commis-
sion in future is not so misleading but
is more human and personal in character.
The letters at present being sent to citi-
zens of the State, who are in dire neces-
sity and living under conditions such as
no member for this Chamber would relish,
are grossly misleading. The approach of
the Housing Commission towards appli-
cants for homes should be entirely dif-
ferent.

Before the war, in round figures, the
ordinary building programme of the met-
ropolitan area was in the vicinity of 2,300
homes a year and, in order to catch up
on the leeway-when we take into account
necessary industrial and commercial build-
ings, theatres, hospitals and so on, to say
nothing of schools--in spite of expansion
of the building industry it will be years
before the supply equals the demand, Why
mislead people into believing that every-
thing is all right at present? I under-
stand that there are roughly 16,0 00 people
who have received permits, or are awaiting
permits or homes, and one can v'isualise
how long it will be, with the present rate
of production of building materials, be-
fore they are all satisfied. The first let-
ter I will read is addressed to me, from
the State Housing Comnmission, under date
the 10th May, 1950. It deals with an
applicant on whose behalf I was acting,
and reads as follows:-

Further to my acknowledgment of
your letter of the 24th April, concern-
ing the above applicant, I wish to ad-
vise that his circumstances are fully
appreciated by my Commission. He
has been accorded the very highest
priority, and will be allotted a house
in due course.

My Commission is at the present
time endeavouring to house those
applicants, living in equally distressing
circumstances, but who lodged their
applications between the years 1944-
47,

The above lodged application on
6/1/48, so that normally he would
possibly be selected in the next allo-
cation, which will take place when
those already selected have been
housed.

Members can see the trend there.
You will appreciate better the diffi-

culties of my Commission when I ad-
vise that in the small-unit scheme.
at the present time there are 3,600
outstanding applications, and at the
time of writing, only 101 small-unIt
houses have been completed.

You can assure Mr. Calvin that im-
mediately the Commission is in a posi-
tion to assist, he will be promptly
notified.



(5 September. 1950.] 545

Why not tell me or Mr. Calvin that it will
be approximately twelve months, two
years or four years, before he will get a
house? That letter is all hooey to me or
to anyone with a sense of responsibility.
In spite of what was stated in that letter,
Mr. Calvin received from the Housing
Commission a circular letter dated the
16th May, reading as follows:-

Dear Sir or Madam-I am pleased
to advise that your application for a
small-unit home under the Common-
wealth-State Rental Housing Scheme
has been approved, and that occu-
pancy will be arranged as soon as
houses are completed.

The type of house becoming avail-
able in the near future will be either
expansible or duplex (two houses built
adjoining) in the suburbs of Belmont
and South Perth, with a limited num-
ber at Oraylands.

To enable my Commission to place
you as near as possible in accordance
with Your own wishes as to locality
and type of house, and to afford you
the opportunity of being placed in a
home that you may ultimately pur-
chase, if you so desire, you are re-
quested to call and discuss this mat-
ter with Mr. Edwards, of the Tenancy
Section.

The letter I received on the 10th May
stated that the Commission was still try-
ing to house applicants who submitted
their applications in the years 1944 to
1947, and that this man's application was
received nearly three years ago; that there
are 101 homes already built and 3,600
outstanding applications. Then Mr. Calvin
received a letter telling him to call on the
Commission and express his wishes in re-
gard to a house. Members can see how
misleading that is. When Mr. Calvin re-
ceived that letter, he was quite elated, and
said to me, "It looks as though I will get
a house shortly.' I need hardly stress that
these letters are official documents from
the Housing Commission. Let members
put themselves in the position of these
applicants, most of whom are young men
with wives and families, and some of
Whom are eating, living and sleeping in
the one room! The next letter is dated
the 15th February. 1950. and is addressed
to a man in loondon-street. Leedervile:-

In reply to your letters dated 7th
December, and 22nd January, delay in
reply being regretted, I would advise
that Your application will receive con-
sideration when homes are available
for allocation in the Bayswater dis-
trict in approximately six weeks' time.

The applicant was under the impression
that he had a good chance of getting a
home in six weeks' time. The letter was
written in ]February and in May the fol-
lowing letter was sent-

With reference to your letter of the
21st April. 1950, the Commission de-
sire to inform you that everything will
be done for the Swayn family. They
are listed for a home in the Bays-
water district, and as soon as an allo-
cation is made to them, they will be
informed at once.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: They seem to be
holding their own.

Mr. W. HEONEY: On the 18th July Mr.
Swayn received this letter:-

With reference to your letter of the
4th July. and following my inspector's
recent visit, I can appreciate your
housing difficulties with which you are
confronted. I regret, however, that
the Commission is committed to a
policy of allocating rental homes to all
those who are admitted to the scheme
according to the date order of appli-
cation. Your application was not made
until July, 1948, and the Commission
is still endeavouring to meet the
claims of 1947 applications.

This Young man was led to believe, from
letter to letter and period to period, that
there was a home in the next street and
that all he had to do was shift his gear to
Bayswater and he would receive a house.

The Honorary Minister: Who was the
applicant?

Mr. W. HEONEY: The applicant's name
is Mr. C. H. Swayn. I wrote a letter to
the Honorary Minister which I do not
intend to read because it was similar to
the others I forwarded to him. The man
made an application in September, 1946,
and when he went to the Commission in
1948, to see how things were going, he was
told that there was no application there.
He Was informed that his application had
been lost when the Commission trans-
ferred its offices from Barrack-street to
Plain-street. The officers of the Commis-
sion told him that some of the files were
lost and that his application would have
to start from that date. I drafted a state-
ment and sent it as a Commissioner of
Declarations. That statement was sub-
mitted to the Commission and the
Honorary Minister replied to my letter on
the 11th August. He said-

Further to my acknowledgment of
the 31st July. regarding the applica-
tion of C. H. Swayn, it is quite cor-
rect to state that Mr. Swayn's appli-
cation would have been considered in
all current allocations up until about
April of this year. From that date
onwards the Commission decided to
deal with all admitted cases of hard-
ship as from the date of application.
This change of policy of course, was
necessitated by the fact that many of
the older applications were being con-
tinually Passed over in favour of cases
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of greater hardship, but of more re-
cent date. Mr. Swayn's application
has been listed as from the 13th July,
1948, the date of his application.

I will ask the Commission to con-
sider his declaration regarding the
application which he declares was
lodged in August, 1946, and he will be
advised further in this regard. In the
meantime I will cause the Commission
to have a search made of the Ten-
ancy Register for August, 1946, in a
further effort to trace his application.

I have not complained about that, but the
point is that during all the progress of
the correspondence to and from the State
Housing Commission, the applicant was led
to believe that he would be allotted a home
within a comparatively few weeks. That
was not true. I come to another letter
and this is from a lady living in Main-
street, Osborne Park. I will read a brief
extract from it. She said-

Dear Mr. Hegney,
I received a letter from the Housing

Commission today; I will write down
what they wrote.

Referring to your letter of the
31st May. 1950, the Commission de-
sires to inform you that your hard-
ships are fully appreciated.

You are listed for the North Perth
area and when the next allocations
take place, in the not too far distant
future, your name will be included.
Should you be successful, I shall
notify you.

That letter was written since the change
of policy and this lady has had her appli-
cation in for a couple of years. If the
Commission is still trying to cope with the
applications lodged between 1944 and 1947,
why not tell these applicants that it will
be two or three years before they will be
housed? I have several others, but I will
deal only with the major ones to show
the Honorary Minister how necessary it
is to step-up the programme in an effort
to overcome the position. This letter is
written by a man who lives in Scarborough
Beach-road. I will read this letter be-
cause it is most illuminating. He did not
apply until recently because he had the
impression that people were waiting for
six or seven years before they were allo-
cated homes. This letter is addressed to
me and reads as follows:-

Dear Sir,
As you are the member for our dis-

trict, may I please be permitted to ask
if you could possibly advise me on the
following subject.

My wife and 1. and our three young
children are living In one room situ-
ated at 188 Scarborough Beach-road,
Mt. Hawthorn. On Monday the 1st
day of May, the Perth City Council

Health Inspector came out and con-
demned this house. The notice states
that any person living in this house
after the 24th May, 1950, will be liable
to a fine of 40s.

I have applied to the State Housing
Commission for a rental home but the
prospects of obtaining accommodation
before the time expires looks very
grim. What I am very anxious to
know is: Can the owner of this house
come in when the time expires and
just toss us all out on the street or
are we entitled to stay until some
other accommodation is found for us?
Trusting you may be able to please
give me your advice on this matter.

The Commission's reply to me was as fol-
lows:-

With reference to your letter of the
9th May, 1950, regarding accommoda-
tion of Mr. M. W. Buckley of 188 Scar-
borough-road, Mt. Hawthorn.

The Commission desires to inform
you that assistance will be given to
this family as soon as possible. Homes
are allocated in strict order of admit-
tance to the priority list and as soon
as their turn is reached they will be
notified.

I wrote to the Commission concerning this
applicant, but why is not the Commission
sufficiently honest and frank about the
position to tell the applicant just how
he stands instead of just giving some
indefinite answer that the applicant will
get a house within a reasonable time?
Here is another case. This happened
since the policy was changed. It con-
cerns a young chap named Trueman.
He applied for a house some time ago
and I inspected his present quarters.
The place has been condemned and he has
a wife, two young children and a third
child expected. They are living in one
room with a stove, at the end of the
bed, where the mother cooks the meals.
This accommodation is in Bondi-street,
Mt. Hawthorn. I informed the Hous-
ing Commission of this matter and the
Commission's reply-this is since the
policy was changed in April-was as fol-
lows:-

My Commission desires to inform
you that Mr. J. N. Trueman of 12
Bondi-street, Mt. Hawthorn, has been
listed for a home "anywhere" in the
metropolitan area. Every assistance
will be given him when his turn is
reached and a home becomes avail-
able.

That is true as far as it goes, but these
People had the idea that they would have
to wait only three months, six months or
maybe 12 months and then they would be
accommodated. I come to another case
and I would like to know just how many
letters of this type are sent out. It is a



[5 September. 1950.] 4

case of a man living at 103 Shakespeare-
street-Mr. Lloyd George Hawkins. I in-
spected this man's accommodation. He and
his wife are flyving in an old home-made
garage; it is necessary to enter through
the wash-house because that is the only
door. There are no windows and paper
and bags have to be put over the bed dur-
ing the wet weather because the rain comes
through the roof. There is no electric
light and I can assure members that the
whole atmosphere was most unpleasant.
Their daughter sleeps on the verandah of
the home where the relatives are living,
which is the front portion of the property.
I have been trying to obtain a home for
this man and this is the answer I received
from the Commission-

Referring to your letter of the 24th
April, 1950, regarding Mr. Lloyd George
Hawkins, the Commission desires to
inform you that this family have been
approved of a flat at Wembley, but
their case will be considered when
they reach their turn on the priority
list.

I1 do not know how many such letters have
been sent out by the Commission, but if
possible I would ask the Honorary Min-
ister to find out just how many like this
one have been addressed to applicants. It
says that this family has been listed for a
fiat at Wembley. Maybe only half a dozen
letters have gone out, but there might also
be at least 1,000.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Maybe 5.000.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: I do not know, but

that is the impression I received from
the tenor of the reply. It is just a wipe-off
for the time being. I now come to another
case and I would like this matter to be
investigated. I intend to quote this letter
in extenso because the case is most im-
portant. I received an acknowledgment
to my letter on the 28th August. I wrote
a further letter on the 2nd August stress-
ing the urgency of the matter, but I have
not received anything in reply to that.
The matter is so urgent that I do not
propose to leave it any longer. Under
date the 2nd August I wrote to the
Honorary Minister as follows:-

on behalf of Mr. Doherty, I am re-
questing that arrangements be made
to accommodate him, with his wife
and four children in a State rental
home in North Perth, Osborne Park,
or Innaloo as quickly as possible, and
I feel you will readily agree when the
position is outlined as follows-

Some considerable time ago the ap-
plicant who is living under bad condi-
tions in a caravan at above address
and one of whose children has a rheu-
matic heart, made application for a
tenancy home.

Later arrangements were entered
into between your Commission and a6
Mr. C. Anderson. builder of 8 Lake-
avenue. Shenton Park, whereby the

latter was given approval to build a
"ready-made" home with Mr. Doherty
named as purchaser.

According to Mr. Doherty (vide his
letter to the Commission of 17th
ultimo), Mr. Anderson in January last
quoted the sum of £2,300 for the land
and house, although the Commission's
record showed 1,.900. Just as the
house was ready for occupancy, the
builder advised Mr. Doherty the price
was 22.700 (11/7/50), and as a con-
sequence Mr. Doherty refused to final-
ise on that basis.

When he reported this in a letter
to the Commission on 17th ultimo, in
which he requested consideration for
a rental home, he was informed that
his application for such would be re-
garded as having only been received
on that date; this is considered to be
grossly unfair and cannot be justified.

I have received an acknowledgment to my
first letter, but it Is now over five weeks
and I have had nothing further from the
Honorary Minister.

Mr. May: What deposit did the builder
want?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I intend to go further
with this case and now I will read the
second letter I wrote to the Honorary
Minister. It is dated the 2nd August also.
I do not intend to make any distinct or
definite charges, but I make the state-
ment that was made to me by a respon-
sible man in this community, whom I have
known for some years. When I read this
letter I think members will agree that it
should not be left for a month or five
weeks before something is done about it.
This Is my letter to the Honorary Minis-
ter-

With reference to my letter to you
of even date relative to J. J. Doherty's
application for a rental home and the
circumstances in connection there-
with, I would strongly request that a
close investigation be made into the
case.

I would like to know definitely-
1. The price that the builder, Mr.

C. Anderson was permitted to charge
by the Commission.

2. Why was Mr. Doherty not offi-
cially Informed by the Commission of
the price to be paid for the land and
house?

3, Why did the builder, Mr. Ander-
son, although he was advised on
22/2/50 by the Commission that he
could complete sale arrangements with
Mr. Doherty, not inform the latter
till 11th July?

4. When did the actual purchaser,
who occupied the property a few days
after Mr. Doherty refused to pay the
additional £400, make an application
to the Commission for a home and
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what were the circumstances under
which he occupied the house referred
to at corner of Marlow and Bourniville-
streets, Wembley Park?

Mr. Doherty made a statement to the
effect that he was advised by the Com-
mission that he was an approved pur-
chaser for a home. He got into touch
with Mr. Anderson, who told him
the price of the land was £300 and
the price of the house £2,000--a total of
£2,300. On the 11th July Mr. Anderson
sent him this note-

I agree to sell my house on the
corner of Marlow and Bourniville-
streets, Wembley, to Mr. J. J3. Doherty
for the sum of two thousand seven
hundred pounds-£E2,700.

I think this matter needs tightening up.
As far as I can make out people can be
advised by the State Housing Commission
to get in touch with a contractor who
has approval to build what they call
ready-made or spec homes, and though
the negotiations may take place an appli-
cant to the State Housing Commission
has no protection. I asked Mr. Doherty
very definitely and distinctly whether any
mention was made of rise and fall or any
adjustment of price and he told me "None
whatever." He went so far as to grub
stumps in the backyard and cart loam for
his garden, after which he received a let-
ter that he was to pay £2,700 if he wanted
to get into the home. Mr. Doherty went to
the State Housing- Commission and was
told to put in an application for a State
rental home as from that date. This man
has a wife and children-one of them with
a rheumatic heart-and this is the treat-
ment he receives.

I wrote that letter on the 2nd August
I waited for a time and wrote again to
the minister but received no reply. These
matters are too urgent and too big for
them to remain dormant for so long a time
without some specific answer being given.
I am not going further into this matter
of housing to any great extent other than
to indicate that the Press statements that
have appeared from time to time-more
particularly some time ago-would lead
people to believe there was, no real prob-
lem in connection with housing. As a
matter of fact1 a statement was made in
connection with the lifting and the relaxa-
tion of certain permits. Numbers of
people including Mr. Doherty got the idea
that there would be no necessity for per-
mits alter 1st July. Of course we know it
is necessary for the Government to control
the issue of permits. If they issued per-
mits indiscrimnately, say, about 1.600 per-
mits to 1,600 People, that would not give
them increased quantities of cement and
bricks. Although a lot of people have per-
mits, they have to wait for their homes.

As I1 said before, I realise that any Gov-
ernment has tremendous difficulties in
coping with the housing position, but this
Government led the people to believe
that they would not have any problem
at all. Three Years ago members of the
Government told people they would clean
up the housing muddle, and we have one
of their own number saying the muddle
is worse than ever. If the Government,
more particularly the Minister, has a look
at the type of letters that are being sent
to a lot of people he will know that, while
they would be disappointed at their in-
ability to get a home, it would be better
if they were told the position as they would
then at least know that the Government
was being frank and honest with them.
Incidentally, I have just come across a
large page advertisement issued by the
Liberal Party and signed by Robert
Menzies-

This is what we will do about rural
housing.

When in office we will deal promptly
and effectively with the three main
causes of this drift: (1) Lack of hous-
ing; (2) ineffective stabilisation of
prices; (3) lack of amenities.

That is misleading propaganda which fools
a number of people but not all the time.
We have now arrived at the position when
the Government should alter its attitude
in regard to the dishonest nature of the
propaganda it is putting out for the con-
sumption of the public.

What I am going to bring up now I have
referred to on previous occasions, and make
no apology for repeating it. I refer to
the Constitution of the Legislative Council
as it affects Western Australia. I do not
intend to enter into full details of what
I think should be done. Suffice to say
that in the light of events in the Eastern
States and New Zealand a few remarks
may be appropriate, more particularly in
view of the fact that there are a number of
young members on the Government side
of the House. While it would be impos-
sible to convert some of the older members
we might be able to get a few of the
younger ones, members of the Liberal and
Country Parties, to see the light and help
us to overcome the present grave constitu-
tional injustice in Western Australia. The
Legislative Council is a house of 30 mem-
bers, all of whom are elected on a pro-
perty qualification basis.

Incidentally, whilst Mr. W. Grayden,
who was member for Middle Swan, is able
to take his seat in the Commonwealth
Parliament, and whilst the present mem-
ber for Nedlands, his brother, is able to
take his seat in the Legislative Assembly
of this Parliament, neither can adorn the
Legislative Council of this State because,
I understand, they are under 30 years of
age. One must be 30 years of age before
being able to nominate for the Legislative
Council. In addition, we find that the
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property qualification is such that thou-
sands of timber-workers in Western Aus-
tralia, men who are rearing large families
in the South-West, are not entitled to vote
for the Legislative Council, and the same
thing applies to thousands of ex-Service-
men.

If the owner of His Majesty's Theatre
were to sell up and put his money into
Commonwealth bonds, and that was all
the property he had, he would have to
forego the right to vote for the Legislative
Council. The time has arrived when there
should be a revision of the franchise for
the Legislative Council so that the people
of Western Australia, no matter to what
party they belong, through their majority
may be responsible for the formation of
the Government of the State. At the pre-
sent time whilst any party can have a
majority in this Chamber, it is the Legis-
lative Council which can stop or pass any
legislation that may be desired.

Mr. Mann. Like the Senate!
Mr. W. HEGNEY: It is not very often

that the member for Avon Valley makes
an intelligent interjection and I will deal
with that later. There are 10 Legislative
Council provinces and if a person has
property in each of them, it is possible
for him to vote In each province. I believe
plural voting should have been abolished
long ago in Western Australia and those
who vote for the Legislative Assembly
should be entitled to vote for the Legis-
lative Council. In regard to the inter-
jection of the member for Avon Valley
about the Senate. to vote for it one must
be over 21 years of age irrespective of
property qualification. There is no pro-
perty qualification restriction and as long
as one is entitled to be on the roll and is
over 21 years of age one is entitled to be
elected for the Senate.

Our policy is for the widening of the
franchise so that the people of Western
Australia will be entitled to vote both for
the Legislative Council and for the Legis-
lrptlve Assembly. We would then have de-
mocracy in its truest form which we have
not got at present. Whilst everyone must
vote for the Legislative Assembly if he
or she is over the age of 21, people who
have the property qualifications have the
option of voting for candidates for the
Upper House. Comparatively few people
vote at Legislative Council elections. Yet
no matter what legislation is passed by this
Chamber it must receive the endorsement
of the Legislative Council before it be-
comes law.

The member for Avon Valley referred
to the Senate just now. I presume he had
in mind the question of deadlocks between
the two Houses. The present Common-
wealth Government has expressed its in-
tention to alter the basis in order to over-
come deadlocks, but it does not pro-
pose to introduce the Property qualifica-
tion, and the decision will be made by a

referendum of the people of Australia anL
not by people who own £50 worth of pro-
perty or more. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment probably finds it a little irksome
to have a Labour majority in the Senate.
The Menzies Government has been in office
only 12 months and has been squealing
because of the action of the Labour
majority in the Senate, but I have not
heard of the Menzies Government or its
supporters advocating an extension of the
franchise for the Legislative Council of
Western Australis, in order to overcome
deadlocks here.

The Constitution of Western Australia
contains no provision for dealing with
deadlocks between the two Houses. AUi
that can be done is to appoint managers
representative of the two Houses in order
to iron out any points of difference on
Bills, but should the managers of the
Legislative Council refuse to agree with the
managers of the Legislative Assembly, we
have either to accept what the Council
managers dictate or let the Bill go by the
board. While dealing with the Legislative
Council, let me point out that we have
had two splendid examples of what could
happen. A few years ago, because It
suited the Liberal Party of Australia at
that time and, to a certain extent, the
Country Party also, which was being
dragged at the heels of the Liberal Party,
the Legislative Council of Victoria refused
to pass Supply and sent the Assembly to
the Country. That was when the Cain
Government got the cane.

A similar happening occurred in Tas-
mania. Labour was in office hanging on
by a few slender threads and the Liberal
Legislative Council refused to pass Supply
and sent the Assembly of that State to
the country. I almost lost a night's sleep
recently at the thought that our Legis-
lative Council might refuse to pass Supply.
However, it did agree to the Bill. What
would have happened had the Legislative
Council refused to pass Supply? The time
is over-ripe for a comprehensive and radi-
cal alteration of the Council Constitution.

Not long ago, if anyone suggested the
widening of the franchise for another
Place, one was considered to be a radical,
but we find that the Liberal Government
in New Zealand has decided, not to set up
a second Chamber, but to abolish the
existing one. Why? Does it think that
the country would be better served by
abolishing the Present Upper House be-
cause there happened to be a Labour
majority in that House? True, it was a
nominee Chamber, but it was there as a
second Chamber to act as a check
on hasty legislation. The Liberal Govern-
ment of New Zealand abolished the
second Chamber because it stood in the
,way. If one examines the Constitutions
of the Legislative Councils of Tasmania,
Victoria, and South Australia, one will
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find restrictions similar to those pertain-
ing In this State. A university graduate
and a member of certain professions such
as law and medicine may have a vote, but
the ordinary labourer or worker is not en-
titled to a vote.

When Labour was in office here, a Bill
was introduced on the lines of the British
Parliament Act, but the measure was de-
feated in another place. We also intro-
duced legislation with a view to liberalis-
ing the franchise for the Council, but
that, too, was defeated in another place.
The present Government, on one occasion,
introduced a Bill to widen the Council
franchise to a certain extent and that also
was defeated by the Council. The Con-
stitution of the Council needs to be al-
tered so that it will reflect more clearly
the opinions and views of the people as
a whole.

There are some members of the Country
Party in another place who are very an-
tagonistic to any widening of the exist-
ing franchise, but their fellow members
in Victoria, not long since, decided to have
nothing to do with the Holiway Govern-
ment. The Hallway Government offered
the Labour Party a redistribution of seats
if it would help to keep the Country
Party out, the object being to wipe out
the Country Party eventually, the same as
the Liberals here tried to do to some ex-
tent through the miedium of the last re-
distribution. The Victorian Labour Party
refused to help the Liberal Government,
but when the Country Party made over-
tures to the Labour Party, the Liberal
party regarded it as a, confidence trick.
"The West Australian," in a leading
article, suggested that if the Country
Party of Victoria accepted office with the
help of the Labour Party, it would be
guilty of a confidence trick. Yet the Lib-
eral Party had been trying to get the help
of the Labour Party to keep the Country
Party out! I suppose that was considered
to be good politics.

Mr. Mann: Why do not you try it here?

Mr. W. HEONEY: Sometimes I feel sure
that the right thinking people of the
Country Party wiUl eventually absorb the
ideals of Labour and that there will
eventually be only two parties in this
House, instead of the three or four parties
we now have.

Mr. Mann: What will those two parties
be?

H-on. F. J. S. Wise: We do not know
what the name of the hon. mnember's
party will be then.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I shall 4quote from
the leading article in "The West Austra-
lian" of the 26th June entitled "Victorian
Politics," because this has a distinct bear-
ing on what I have been saying regarding
our Legislative Council-

No doubt there have been faults on
the Liberal side, and the Country
Party must have bitterly resented the
efforts made by the L.C.P. at the re-
cent general election to extinguish it
as a political force. The effort was
unsuccessful but the L.C.P. did inflict
casualties, and Country Party strength
in a Legislative Assembly of 65
members dwindled to 13. its smallest
parliamentary representation for 20
years.

In view of what was at stake at Can-
berra and its previous hostility to
Labour, the Country Party should have
contrived to give independent sup-
port to Mr. Holiway's Government.
Instead, it entered into an unholy al-
liance with Labour to defeat the Goy-
ermnent, and many rural electors
must feel that they are the victims of
a first-class political confidence trick.

I do not propose to deal with any political
confidence trick in this State. Why was
the Country Party in Victoria able to ac-
cept office? Why does it form the Gov-
ernment today? The Labour Party agreed
to support the Country Party in office be-
cause of the realisation that it would be
able to retain a continuance of prices con-
trol, whereas, if the Liberal Party and
Country Party had formed the Govern-
ment, the prices control legislation would
have been repealed and the whole fabric
of prices control throughout the length
and breadth of Australia would have
collapsed. That is the position of price
control in Victoria. Again, in regard to
the question of electoral reform, the Labour
Party received an undertaking from the
Country Party in Victoria that it would
introduce legislation to widen the fran-
chise of the Legislative Council. That is
what the Country Party agreed to in that
State.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Mr. Cain is very
able!1

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I have no doubt that
in due course the necessary Bill to widen
the Legislative Council franchise in Vic-
toria will receive the assent of both Houses;
and I think that In these days. when
everybody receives education and under-
stands, or should understand, the obliga-
tions of citizenship, the tranchise should
be extended to all adults.

Turning briefly to the subject of educa-
tion, I think every member will agree that
all efforts should be made, irrespective of
party, to ensure that our young men and
women iii the late primary and secondary
stages, should receive a good grounding in
their rights and responsibilities as Aus-
tralian citizens. I have read a couple of
the text books that are available, but I
think it will be agreed that there are
numbers of young men and women, born
in this country and educated here, who
do not realise their obligations; who do not
understand the A B C of the State and
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Commonwealth Constitutions; and who do
not recognise their rights as citizens in
connection with voting. if the youth of
this country, and more particularly those
between 14 and 16, were induced to study
Australian public affairs and the Austra-
lian Constitution. this land would even-
tually be well served.

We all know that, on account of the
apathy and indifference of the average
Australian, It was necessary to make laws
compelling people to vote. That is a re-
flection on the electors of Australia. Never-
theless, it is true that the apathy was so
pronounced that all parties agreed that
compulsory voting should be introduced.
We are all aware that numbers of young
men and women growing to manhood and
womanhood want to know, before they vote,
whether voting is compulsory. In a country
like Australia, voting should not have to
be compulsory. I am not speaking criti-
cally of the Education Department, which
has done a very good job; but if more
attention were paid to giving our young
folk text books, plainly written, in concise
form, and impartial and without any poli-
tical tinge, setting out the political and
industrial history of Australia, this country
would be better in the long run. If the
populace continues to be apathetic and
indifferent towards these matters, such an
attitude will, to a certain extent, sow the
seeds of dictatorship. The more our young
people, who tomorrow have to take up
the responsibilities of citizenship and carry
on the affairs of the country, know about
our political and industrial institutions,
and the more they understand the heritage
we possess, the better citizens they will
make.

I have been a very strong critic of the
Government on matters of housing, price
control and a few other subjects, not be-
cause I do not recognise the problems that
confront the Government, but because of
the attitude of members of the Govern-
ment towards the public over the past
few years. They have tried to make out
that there are no problems, that every-
thing is going along well with price con-
trol and that the housing position has
eased, and there are no real difficulties
in that connection. We know, however.
that that is not so and, if the Govern-
ment continues to adopt that attitude, I
shall continue to criticise it vehemently
and in no uncertain terms. If the Govern-
ment is prepared to admit it is not 100
per cent. righteous and that it is subject
to the frailties of human nature, the same
as everybody else, the time will be ripe
for co-operation from this side of the
House.

Mr4. OLIVER (Boulder) [5.57]: 1 take
this opportunity to thank the people of
Boulder for electing me as their repre-
sentative. first, on the 4th December, 1948,
and again when I was returned unopposed
this year. Representing a Mining con-
stituency, as I do, I want to express some

disappointment at the treatment the in-
dustry is receiving. Particularly do I
refer to the lack of Support of any sub-
stantial prospecting scheme. I travel
throughout the back country and have per-
ceived very little being done to explore
any of the existing mines that are not
being worked, or anything of value in the
way of looking for new prospects of de-
veloping new mines.

I think there might be an erroneous
impression on the part of the public in
this State that the mining industry is
prosperous and thriving. That is not true.
With the increase in the price of gold, it
is only natural that people should get that
impression, but, while some mines are
doing quite well, others are close to the
border between profit and loss. That has
been occasioned by increasing costs; and
if something is not done to arrest the
rising spiral, the existing goldmines will
need assistance.

Many members will recollect that an
undertaking was given some years ago
that sulphide treatment plants would be
established in various mining districts to
treat sulphide ores from small shows. To
may knowledge none of these plants has
been established; yet we know that in most
of the goidmining areas there are prob-
ably valuable shows that could be worked
if the facilities were there to treat the ore.
We know that many of these shows have
been worked when the ore could be carted
to a plant and treated. I remember that,
some years ago, a lot of ore from small
shows that could not be treated at the
State battery was taken to the Triton
plant. The Triton plant has now gone, the
mine having closed down, so that what-
ever contribution those shows could make
to the total value of the gold produced in
this State is lost.

Many shows could be worked success-
fully if the plants were available. I sug-
gest to the responsible Minister that he
proceed with the establishment of sulphide
plants in the most suitable districts. If
he does that I am sure he will find they
will meet with immediate success. On the
Warriedar field there are shows on gold
at 50 and 100 feet. I know it is a low
grade field, but I think it would be success-
ful if a sulphide treatment plant was
erected there. Between Warriedar and
Fields Find there is a show from which
the owner, Mick Malone, has had as much
as two ozs. left in the residues; and that
Is looked on as a low grade field. Imagine
what that meant to Mr. Malone! He had
to shift all that sand. It took him some
years to find a way to treat it, and finally
he had to have it sent to South Australia
f or treatment. That sort of thing could
be avoided if a suitable plant to treat sul-
phides were established at Warriedar.

Another thing that convinces me that
the mining industry is not in the pros-
perous position that many people think it
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is, is that we see shows like the Porphyry
-big low grade shows that have been
tested for years and proved to be sound
propositions in certain circumstances-
which are doing nothing today. There is
the Mt. Charlotte mine, a large low grade
proposition, right in the vicinity of Kal-
goorlie, lying idle because it cannot be
worked under prevailing conditions. As
we go through the country we see that
is the position in most places; and it is
not an indication of prosperity. I would
say that the goidmaining industry, with
the exception of a few of the larger com-
panies, is on the border line. I repeat,
unless something is done to arrest this
rising spiral of costs the industry will
just go overboard and the companies
will be where they were two years ago,
seeking assistance from the State or, the
Commonwealth; and if they do not get it
they will close.

While I am dealing with mining, I
must make some comments on the water
position because water is essential to the
treatment of gold ores. Kalgoorlie was
given an adequate water supply as far
back as 1903. That is known as the Gold-
fields water supply, and it was established
for the purpose of supplying the Gold-
fields. Today, of course, the Goldfields
are only a secondary consideration as far
as that water supply is concerned. Alter
others have helped themselves to what
water they can get from the scheme.
the Ooldfields get what is left-yet that is
the Goldfields water supply! I suggest
that the right thing to do would be to
supply those people who are drawing from
the Goldfields water scheme with a main
of their own.

It is not right that the Golddields should
be starved for water because people are
drawing supplies from a scheme which, in
my opinion, rightly belongs to the Gold-
fields. I think the only way to overcome
the shortage of water is to put a Separate
main through, at least to Merredin, for the
use of the farmers. I do not think there
was a month last summer when the people
on the Qoldflelds were not short of water.
At times they were told they could not
water their lawns and gardens which, in
many cases, just dried off.

Mr. Mculloch; They could not get a
drink at times!

Mr. OLIVER: I did not experience that
difficulty, but I know there was a serious
shortage of water in Kalgoorlie, and it
threatened the mining industry. I think
all members must agree that the proper
thing to do is to build the farmers a
scheme of their own, to as far as Mer-
redin, because the Goldfields supply has
probably been paid for by the Goldfields
people and, as the schemetwas meant for
them, it should be left to them.

I suppose the most important develop-
ment that has occurred recently in the.mining industry is the Introduction of

aluminium therapy. Those who have gone
into this matter at all expect that it will
be of great benefit to the industry. it
will probably relieve the employers of
much of theft liability under the Workers'
Compensation Act by removing the hazard
of silicosis. I have a lot of faith in the
scheme and I think, if it is given proper
application, It will be a success. Regula-
tions should be introduced under the
Mines Regulation Act to ensure that the
aluminium therapy Is properly applied. At
present the change rooms are not all they
should be, although some of the mining
companies have done everything possible.
The regulations should Provide for uni-
formity in the change rooms in order that
the aluminium therapy might be success-
fully applied. I intend to discuss the
mhatter with the Minister for Mines, and
find out whether the necessary regula-
tions can be promulgated.

I do not wish to add to the burdens of
the Minister for Housing, but cannot re-
frain from making some comment on the
present state of affairs. Wherever I go
in the back country I notice how few
houses are being built. It is most import-
ant that the people living in such areas
should receive consideration equal to that
given to residents of the metropolitan
area. It would be of advantage to the
State if a house could be built every year
in each town in the back country. All
such towns are short of houses and if
homes were provided in those areas they
would attract people, thus assisting to
solve the problem of centralisation.
Houses built in the farming towns, for in-
stance, would attract families and provide
a more stabilised labour force in those
areas.

There is some building activity in the
northern coastal towns, but people there
are still housed in tents under conditions
so bad as to be outside the experience of
those who live in the metropolitan area.
I appeal to the Minister to give considera-
tion to a large scale housing programme
for those outer areas of the State. Many
of the disabilities suffered by people in
the outback are unknown to those who
live in the metropolis. It might add con-
siderably to the knowledge of members if
they could travel through those areas and
see for themselves the conditions that
exist.

While in the North-West recently I saw
a camp of 50 men, some of whom were
married, living in tents on the banks of
the Shaw River. They had a bit of a
kitchen. Mr. Speaker, not much larger
than your rostrum, where all the food was
cooked, and as soon as they experienced
a heavy wind they had to hunt for their
tents in the creek about two miles away.
Up there the wind blows almost continu-
ously and, when one has consumed a plate
of food, one finds that the only part of
the plate free from sand is that which
was covered by the food. Those are the
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conditions under which such people are
living, and they are employees of the Gov-
ermnent. I can see nothing that has been
done for those men. The day I got there
some of them left the job. The man in
charge does everything possible to hold
the labour there, but he receives no sup-
port from the department. The Main
Roads Department seems to be completely
indifferent to the welfare of those em-ployees and, in my opinion, is the worst
employer in Western Australia.

Another injustice to the people of the
outback is the scale of train fares charged.
Why should those people be penialised in
every possible way? They 'have to pay
the highest rates for water and other ser-
vices, in addition to high train fares. If
one travels from Kalgoorlie to Broad
Arrow it costs just double the fare per mile
charged between Perth and Fremantle.
Surely train fares should not be doubled
as one gets so far from the metropolitan
area! It costs exactly twice as much to
travel from Malcolm to Leonora as it does
from Perth to Fremantle. and yet the dis-
tance is the same.

Everyone who goes into the back country
-thus making it possible for people to
live in the metropolitan area-is penialised
by having to pay double for almost every-
thing. That state of affairs should be
rectified if the Government is honest in
its attempt to secure decentralisation. The
week-end concessions for people to travel
to the larger towns and purchase their
weekly supplies have been upset by the
changes in train services. It has now been
made impossible for them to travel to those
towns and return during the week-end.
and therefore the concession is of no use
to them.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. OLIVER: I now wish to make a few
comments about the meat shortage because
I am particularly concerned about the
position in Kalgoorlie. At present, the
meat supply in Kalgoorlie is guaranteed
no further than a week ahead. That, of
course, makes the Position most insecure.
There must be something radically wrong
with the meat industry when such a Posi-
tion exists. Recently, the newspapers
printed headlines stating that there
was economic chaos in the meat trade. I
now wish to quote from a leading article
in the "Daily News" of the 26th July, 1930.
It is headed, "Recurring Shortages" and
states-

There appears to be something radi-
cally wrong in the methods of supply-
ing the consumer with some of the
common necessaries of life.

'The recent cauliflower Position emphasises
the supply aspect. As soon as cauliflowers
became cheaper in the markets, the growers
started to Plough them in. Therefore, it
seems to me that there is something wrong
in the supply of all necessaries of life. The
article goes on to say-

For some weeks onions have been
practically unprocurable in Perth and
now there is something like a famine
in fresh beef.

Some fluctuations in supplies are
unavoidable; but with our abundance
of land suitable for growing vegetables
and fattening cattle, provision should
be made to Prevent acute shortages.

It appears that seasonal shortages
are aggravated in the instance of mut-
ton by disinclination to sell sheep
when wool is at such a price, and in
the instance of beef by the inequity
of the price control system.

There can be no logical rebuttal of
the claim that control should com-
mence at the source. It is manifestly
unjust-even absurd-to compel
butchers to sell meat at less than
the cost to them or to allow such a
small margin over livestock Price as
to be unprofitable.

In the circumstances it is not sur-
prising that dealing in what is called
the blackmarket is rife. This indicates
that many people are agreeable to
paying more than the fixed price; but
the opportunity is not available to the
low income groups and the practice is
unfair to distributors who observe the
law.

Obviously, the low income group suffers.
If people want the meat they must pay
blackmarket prices for it. I make the
statement that there is very little meat,
if any, sold at the fixed price; it is all sold
at blackmarket prices and the workers
have to pay for it. The position in Kcal-
goorlie has been most acute for some
months and we want to know from the
responsible Minister what the position will
be in the future. It is most unsatisfactory
and something drastic will have to be done
to ensure meat supplies for Kalgoorlie. We
expect that assurance from the Govern-
,ment in the near future.

I do not want to let the opportunity
pass without making some comment about
our native population. I notice these
people everywhere, working in the back
country and other places. I have spoken
to people who employ these natives and
the employers say they give excellent ser-
vice. A high value is placed on our natives
as labourers and to my mind something
more should be done for them than has
been done in the past. I have a news-
paper article, taken from "The West Aus-
tralian," headed, "New Deal for Aborigines
Proposed.- It is written by F. J. Rankin
and reads as follows:-

Time has proved that in the more
southern areas of the State feeling be-
tween whites and coloured Australians
borders on hatred. This is not an
atmosphere wherein assimilation-the
eventual solution-could ever flourish.

Even in the field of sport has
humiliation to the coloured Australian
become evident in recent years.
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Banned from playing football with the
whites, he is what our national fool-
ishness has made him-an outcast.

We know what grand sportsmen these
People have proved to be. In fact, we know
how well they could fit into our structure
of society. Yet, we do nothing to encourage
them and, in fact, do everything to de-
grade them. I believe that the present
administration of the Native Affairs
Department is a vast improvement on the
Previous one and probably the aboriginal
population will get a better deal. I am
sure the officers running the department
at Present have a proper appreciation of
the native problem. I have another ex-
tract from "The West Australian" which
is a report by D. L. Pullen. It is headed
"Report on Northern Aborigines" and
reads as follows:-

Recent references in the Federal
Parliament have drawn public atten-
tion to the conditions of the Australian
aborigines. The following report,
written by a. district officer of the W.A.
Department of Native Affairs (Mr. D.
L. Pullen) is an enlightening summary
of the conditions which he found in
the Kimberleys when he took up his
position there last year.

it is a long report and I shall merely
read portions of it. Mr. Pullen says-

I quickly came up against the well-
rehearsed opinions that the natives
should not be interfered with, that
they were getting all they needed to
keep body and soul together, that they
were happy, that money would spoil
them and make them more sophisti-
cated and that the pastoral industry
would be upset and that the stations
would have to resort to white jacka-
roos and thus throw the responsibility
of providing for the natives back on
to the Government. Also I had been
led to believe that the stations were,
great-heartedly, maintaining hundreds
of aged and indigent people. My first
patrol through the Kimberleys de-
bunked this latter Idea rather com-
pletely.

I found that only 72 indigents were
being fed, scattered over 12 stations,
that is six a station. So I1 told station
people that they should not let this
burden stand in the way of giving
active workers greater rewards and
benefits for their labour; that I felt
sure that the taking away and feeding
of these 72 indigents would not prove
an unbearable burden to the depart-
ment. This caused some concern and
I was perturbedly informed that, ac-
tually these old people weren't such
a burden and that they were a valuable
connecting link between the active
workers and the station.

There we have the true story. These people
definitely are valuable workers in the out-
back but they have received little reward

for the energy and labour contributed by
them towards the welfare of this State.
The position of those people in the past
has been scandalous, and has been
a reflection on every Government this
State has had in that nothing better has
been done for them. Surely at this stage
in our- history they will be given a new
deal because they are really valuable to.
the State's economy. A newspaper report,
of some remarks made by Mr. Abbott. the
Administrator of the Northern Territory,
contains this--

Mr.- Abbott's summing up of the
Australian native is that "on the
whole he is a likeable, gentle and
kindly-natured person." He has a
great respect for white women, and
on stations, when the menfolk are
away for weeks, absolute reliance is
put on the homestead natives "to look
after the missus."

That is quite true, Mr. Speaker. I met
a young station owner in the Kimberleys
only recently whilst he was driving his
cattle into Wyndiham and he had left the
"missus" looking after the station with
the help of the natives. That is the
position in the North; they are reliable.
Yet from the way they have been treated
one would think they are mere goods and
chattels around the place. I say that they
are trustworthy and reliable. In the North
recently I found them working on the
wharves and as members of road gangs
obtaining equal pay with the white work-
ers. That is how they should be treated.

I want to comment on the effect that
rising prices have had on the people who
have to rely on fixed incomes. Those
people include pensioners or any others
who have attempted to provide for their
old age. Years ago, what they considered
was a reasonable amount to put aside to
assure their security in their old age to-
day has almost become worthless. That
is a point to which the Government will
have to give consideration. People who
have contributed for superannuation bene-
fits to provide for their retirement will
have to receive some consideration, and
whatever influence this Government has
will have to be used with the Common-
wealth Government to improve the lot of
pensioners, particularly. It is an essential
need at this stage.

Another feature of the Governor's
Speech was the reference to employee-em-
ployer relationship. it is quite true that
the workers have enjoyed reasonable re-
lationships with their employers in this
state, but it is something which could
easily be exaggerated. I would re-
mind the Government that it is prob-
ably the largest employer of labour
in the State and some of the conditions
the men are working under are most
unsatisfactory. The Government might
well appoint someone to a position where-
by he could travel around aind ac-
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quaint himself of workers' surround-
ings, because some of the conditions of
Government workers in construction
camps are amongst the worst in the Com-
monwealth. I would also remind the Gov-
ernment that from a being a high-wage
State, Western Australia is developing into
a low-wage State.

If one makes a comparison between the
workers in Victoria and New South Wales
and those in this State, it will be found
that our men are the lowest Paid of
all. I think I could also safely in-
clude South Australia with New South
Wales and Victoria. If one travelled the
whole of the Commonwealth I do not
think one could see worse conditions than
those which exist in the construction
camps in this State. The only decent
camp which I have seen in the whole of
my travels Is a displaced persons' camp at
Yellowdine. It would do members good
to travel through the back country and
see the conditions under which people are
supposed to work.

The Minister for Lands: What do you
mean by that? You know that the Gov-
ernment has approved of better condi-
tions. What are you doing about it?

Mr. OLIVER: I remember the time when
all of the brains of the Main Roads De-
partment got together and thought out
a set of conditions. That was three or
four years ago. I think I can say that
there would not be a camp in Western
Australia enjoying those conditions. For
some reason or other they cannot be pro-
vided. The Minister asks what I am doing
about it. I have been trying for some
time to get the Arbitration Court to in-
spect the conditions existing in some of
these construction camps.

The Minister for Lands: I said that
with all due respect because the hon.
member knows the Government approved
of better conditions.

Mr. OLIVER: I want to bring to the
notice of members, the Minister and the
general public what these people are put-
ting up with. When I1 visited the North re-
cently I saw New Australians and new Brit-
ish immigrants at Shaw River. When the
Arbitration Court arrived there last Pri-
day morning 12 members of that party
were Preparing to leave the job. They
were not old, hardened Australians, but
NeV1 Australians. They could not stand
up to the flies and the sand which they
were expected to eat with their food. The
foreman on the job is doing all that is
possible to provide the men with decent
conditions. He cannot even obtain some
flywire with which to protect the men's
food. His own office is built of the timber
out of the river bed, and the walls are
of spinifex threaded through wire. If the
"blow" comes the men are forced to look
for their tents about three miles down the
river. And one need not go to the Shaw
River to see such conditions!

One has only to travel from here to
Yellowdine to see the conditions in a simi-
lar camp, excepting, of course, that there
they have timber to protect themselves
from the harshness of the wind. However,
no shower baths or other facilities are pro-
vided for their use when they leave off
work and no decent accommodation is pro-
vided in which to eat their food. It is
time that the men received a better deal
from the authorities concerned. I am mak-
ing no apologies. I say that the Main
Roads Department in this State Is the
worst employer of all and I hope the Min-
ister will take notice.

I have heard a lot of talk in this debate
about communism. I have always believed
that communism was a menace to our
democratic system and I would agree with
anyone who says it is part of an inter-
national conspiracy. However. I want mem-
bers on the other side of the House to get
into their heads that the Labour Party
really does fight and oppose the Com-
munist Party. I belong to the Australian
Workers' Union which not only fights the
Communist Party politically and otherwise,
but also spends its funds in fighting it
and has done so for many years. In fact.
it is one of its objects to fight that party
and, to make everyone aware of its atti-
tude to that Party, I intend to Quote the
relevant part of the union's constitution
in order that it may be incorporated in
"Hansard." In Rule 3 of the Constitution
and General Rules of the Australian Work-
era' Union will be found the following:-

The objects for which the union is
established are, by the provision and
distribution of funds and by all other
lawful means, whether industrial, poli-
tical, municipal, or otherwise:

To oppose the Australian Com-
munist Party and the industrial, poli-
tical and municipal aims and objec-
tives of the said Party and/or its
members acting jointly or individually.

To oppose any body or persons in-
corporated or unincorporated which in
the opinion of the executive council
by its constitution, aims, objectives,
conduct, propaganda or otherwise ad-
vocates, assists or encourages the over-
throw by force or violence of the estab-
lished Government of the Common-
wealth of Australia or of a State or
of any civilised country or of organ-
ised government.

To uphold the authority of consti-
tutional government and the Constitu-
tion of the Commonwealth of Austra-
lia and the States and to oppose the
growth of doctrines and groups or
organisations of persons incorporated
or unincorporated which in the opinion
of the executive council advocate,
assist or encourage the overthrow by
force or violence of the established
Government of the Commonwealth of
Australia or of a State or of any civil-
ised country or of organised govern-
ment.
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It goes on to say that-
Disbursements in furtherance of any

of the above objects shall be deemed
to be Part of the ordinary expenses of
the union.

To carry out that object has cost the union
many thousands of pounds. involved it in
legal action and officials and members of
the union have had to take their coats
off about it. That organisation has strongly
fought the Communist Party in every way.

Mr. Needh am: The Labour Party has
been attacking the communists for years.

Mr. OLIVER: They have always fought
them, so I would advise members not to
pay too much attention to the hysterical
outbursts on communism that we have
heard from the other side of the House.

Mr. Ackland: Does it say anything about
socialism in that?

Mr. OLIVER: Yes, it does. It has many
clauses to Its objectives.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It says a lot about
uplifting humanity, too.

Mr. OLIVER: I do not intend to take
up any more time, and I hope that what
I have said will give the House something
to consider.

HON. A. A. M. COVERLEY (Kimberley)
[7.541: ike most other members. I de-
sire to add my contribution to this Ad-
dress-in-reply debate. Naturally there are
many questions which have been discussed
already, but I am more particularly inter-
ested in the portion that deals with the
North-West. I propose, therefore, to con-
fine my remarks mainly to the following
references in His Excellency's Speech:-

As the development of the North-
West is essentially a national prob-
lem, an approach has been made to
the Commonwealth Government for
special provision for the North-West
in any national developmental
scheme.

Assistance has been given to the
establishment of abattoirs at Glen-
roy for the aerial transport of beef. A
special branch of the Department of
Agriculture is to undertake research
work in the northern areas as soon as
suitable staff can be secured, and ex-
periments on the Ord River Station
are being intensified.

Survey parties are being sent out
into the areas of the Kimberleys be-
yond existing settlement.

The State Shipping Service Is pur-
chasing the "Dongarra" for the North -
West trade, and plans for another new
vessel are to be prepared.

I regret that the Premier is absent, due
to his attendance at the Premiers' Con-
ference, because I desire some infor-
mation. The very meagre statements

appearing in His Excellency's Speech indi-
cate a lot, of course, but tell us nothing.
I would like some explanation about all
this developmental work which has been
referred to firstly In the Speech and
secondly in the newspapers. I find that I
am unable to get much information-

Ron. J. B. Sleeman: The Deputy Pre-
mier may be able to tell you.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: -and I am
rather anxious to know just what it all
means, I find in "The Sunday Times,"
dated the 6th August, a report of an inter-
view with the Premier and Treasurer in
which he indicates a water plan to halt
Kimberley erosion. I am well aware that
the Kimberleys are not alone in suffering
from erosion-there is plenty of erosion
throughout Western Australia, and unfor-
tunately it is spreading throughout the
Kimnberley districts. I am very Pleased,
therefore, that the Government has a plan
which it proposes to put into operation to
prevent any further erosion. This article
reads:-

",As a step to counter serious erosion,
on pastoral properties, between 300 and
400 new watering points will be pro-
vided in the Kimberleys," said Pre-
mier Ross McLarty yesterday. "These
will mainly consist of bores or dams
equipped with windmill or engine and
troughing. Uiltimately it is hoped at
least one permanent watering Point
will be available to every 28,000 acres.
The North-West Development Com-
mittee has drawn attention to exten-
sive erosion, Particularly around per-
manent waters," said the Premier. 'It
recommended an increase in the num-
ber of watering points."

I am not going to read all of this article,
because I know members have either secn
it or can look it up for themselves. The
next Paragraph says-

The Government has decided to
subsidise to the extent of approxi-
mately 50 per cent. provision on these
improvements.

This is what interests me. and I would
have liked to know from the Premier just
what this proposal is. I take it, from this
article that the Government proposes to
spend the taxpayers' money in advancing
50 per cent. of the amounts in question
to all and sundry, and the whole of the
pastoral properties throughout the Kim-
berleys. If this is so. then I disagree with
it. There is a vast difference to be con-
sidered. The fact is that the Pastoral Pro-
perties throughout the Kimberleys are
owned either by absentee companies or
by private resident owners. While I agree
that it is probably the Government's duty
financially to assist resident owners. I
take strong exception to the taxpayers'
money being spent on absentee companies,
unless some Protection Is given to the tax-
Payers. I do not think It is the Govern-
ment's duty or right to advance money
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-hundreds of thousands of pounds, and
that is what It will cost to do the Job pro-
perly-to absentee companies under the
present Pastoral Leases Act, because con-
ditions are such that these people have
been permitted to ruin the Kimberley dis-
triet from a pastoral point of view.

As I pointed out, this erosion is caused by
the overstocking of the permanent waters.
Through continual grazing around the
permanent water holes, whether natural
waters or waters provided by the com-
panies themselves, the natural grasses have
been eaten out so that eventually the
country has become eroded and, when a
willy-willy occurs, acres of dust are car-
ried away for miles. I want to know what
the Government intends to do. Does it
propose to provide boring and dam sink-
ing plants? Is this work to be done by
tender and contract, or will the Govern-
ment provide the plant, man it, put the
water down and then charge the cost to
the pastoralist?

Another point is that, if the Govern-
ment is restricted, as I think it will be, in
the amount of money available to be ex-
pended. the absentee companies who can
provide the cash will be able to take ad-
vantage of the scheme to the detriment of
the resident or small owners who will not
have the ready money to operate on a
pound-for-pound basis. In these cases,
does the Government propose to accept
the work of the pastoralist as his share
and provide the pound of capital? It is
time that taxpayers were enlightened on
the subject. Following the statement by
the Premier on the 6th August, a leading
article appeared in "The West Australian"
of the 7th August and, in its usual way,
gave a soft patch for the Liberal Govern-
ment to fall on. The article contained
the following passage:-

There is not a great deal that West-
ern Australia can do from its own
resources to provide far-reaching
remedies, and the ultimate obligation
to meet present needs and to find the
money for big projects reposes, to a
large extent, on the Commonwealth.

I should like to inform "The West Aus-
tralian," if it does not already know.
that the basis of salvation for the Kim-
berley districts is an amendment to
the Land Act, and to make an amendment
is entirely in the hands of the present
Government, not of the Commonwealth or
of anyone else. I remind members that
one of the greatest sins committed against
the Kimberleys was that of the Liberal-
Country Party Government in 1932.

The Minister for Lands: And you had
14 years to correct it.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Do not be stupid!
Hon. A. A. Mv. COVEB.LEY: I might have

expected an interjection of that sort from
one of the new members, but not from a
hard head like the Minister for Lands.

He knows that it would have been useless
f or a Labour Government to introduce an
amendment to the Land Act with the ob-
ject of taking control of the pastoral
leases because the amendment would not
have survived another place. Consequently,
it is of no use the Minister's trying to turn
the responsibility to this side of the House.

True, we had 14 years of office, but I
remind the Minister that the need for the
extension of the leases was based on the
statement that the companies would not
be able to raise the finance for all the
development work they desired to do un-
less they had security of tenure. They
still had 16 years to go when the Govern-
ment introduced a Bill to extend the
tenure of the leases to 50 years. The
Labour Party, sitting in Opposition at the
time, pointed out that there was no need
for haste, and moved that the Bill be re-
ferred to a Select Committee for the pur-
pose of gathering the requisite informa-
tion on which to advise Parliament as to
what control Parliament should take be-
fore the 50 years' extension was granted.

The present Premier voted for the ex-
tension of 50 years, knowing full well that
the pastoralists merely used the excuse of
finance in order to get the legislation
passed. The pastoralists have not lived
up to that promise. Hence, to use the
Premier's own words, the place is alive
with erosion, and now it is proposed to
spend the taxpayers' money to correct the
mistakes that the Premier assisted in
making iS years ago.

Quite recently an English company paid
over a quarter-of -a-million for pastoral
property in the Kimberleys. Does the
Government propose to provide that com-
pany with taxpayers' money on a pound-
for-pound basis? If so, what will happen
Y;'hen the leases expire in 1984? Will this
English company, with its quarter-of -a-
million investment, have any right of
compensation from the taxpayers of this
State? Do we provide the money as a
gift, or shall we amend the law to give
some, protection to the taxpayers? I think
these are matters that should be cleared
UP.

I consider that the Government has no
right to go ahead with this huge expendi-
ture unless it first of all brings down legis-
lation to amend the Act so that protec-
tion will be afforded to the taxpayers
whose money will be expended in this
way. I agree that development work is
good work wherever carried out, and it is
more necessary in the North-West than
in any other part of the State. This is so
f or more reasons than one, but members
will understand them and I shall not oc-
cupy time in repeating them. Here, how-
ever, we have an opportunity. If Parlia-
ment considers, as I believe It does, that
some attention should be paid to these
areas, the taxpayers are entitled to pro-
tection, and the first step should be to
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set up a committee to determine whether
this is the right way in which to spend the
money and what amendments to the Act
are necessary. I hope that the Acting
Premier will explain the position to the
Premier.

I believe that this is the soundest pro-
position yet Put up for the development
of the Kimiberleys. I believe it is the
first step proposed to be taken to develop
that country from a pastoral point of
view, with the proviso, of course, that all
these million-acre companies should be re-
duced. I can name some companies that
hold, not one million but millions of acres.
The Act should be amended to prevent a
small company from being formed and
evading the law whereby it is supposed to
hold only one million acres and, while
holding mil~lions of acres, is excused the
lack of development on the plea that it
already complies with the Act.

Under that condition, companies comply
with the Pastoral Leases Act at the mo-
ment but it is ruination to the pastoral
industry. I might add that I did not just
think of this. As a matter of fact, I put in
a minority report to the Government in
1932 but the newspaper did not do me the
courtesy of printing it and it was not pro-
duced on the floor of the House, though
there is much reference to it in "Han-
sard,' Where I am reported as having
spoken against the extension of pastoral
leases 18 years ago, and not just today.
So it is just as well to remind "The West
Australian," when it says that there i .s
little or nothing this Government can do,
that the whole basis of improvement in the
Kimberleys rests in the hands of the Gov-
ernment.

One other matter the Premier mentioned
in his interview with "The Sunday Times"
was the building of a deep sea port at a
place called Point Torment, near Derby.
It says--

The Premier has arranged for sur-
veys at Point Torment, 20 miles north-
west of Derby, and estimates Prepared
for a deep sea port at that site to
serve the West Kimberleys. With this
information the Government will con-
sider transfer of Derby to the new
site.

If that ever eventuates it will be many
years before it does. In the meantime the
people of Derby, who do not understand
the slow methods of Governments, have
become all hot and bothered and concerned
about their property in the town of Derby.

The Chief Secretary: Are you In favour
of the change if it should come about now
or later on?

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I would pre-
fer some advice on the diffculties which
confront the Government at Point Tor-
ment. One is that there is a tidal rise
and fall of aift. Members can imagine
large oversea boats hesitating when they
know that they have to ride a 3fit, rise
and fall of tide, and when they are aware

of the navigation diffiulties in getting in
and out of Point Torment. With this high
rise and fall of tide, the Government will
have to make provision to deal with at
least two miles of slush which has to be
passed through to get to the water's edge.

The Minister for Works: Two miles of
what?

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: Slush! That
is the marsh mud. A man could not walk
on it.

The Minister for Lands: There would be
a tremendous amount of work involved in
preparing that place as a port, You think?

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I am not
an engineer, but I do not know how it is
going to be done.

The Minister for Lands: It is informa-
tion that I would like from You.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: There will
be tremendous difficulties in building a
jetty. I do not know the cost, but some-
thing like £100,000 will have to be spent
before we can begin to erect the jetty.

The Chief Secretary: What aspect is it
that attracts the engineers? Do you
know?

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I cannot
answer that. If I did, I might offend
somebody. I do not mean my electors but
the influential people who support this
Government and influence all that takes
place. There is an alternative spot at
Broome which presents no difficulty at all.
It has a beautiful sandy place to build a
railway line or a road straight to where
the jetty would be at Entrance Point. There
is beautiful deep, blue, open water. There
are no navigation difficulties of any
description.

The Minister for Lands: From the point
of view of handling the stock, would
Derby be better than Broome?

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: Derby is a
better natural droving place but this Gov-
ernment has already advanced £10,000 for
the aerial transport of beef. We are get-
ting past the days of droving. The idea
behind the establishment of Point Torment,
I understand, is to shift the meatworks
from Broome to Derby, which will cost
£50,000 to £80,000. That might as well be
spent in building a decent road from
Fitzroy Crossing, on which diesel trucks
could bring products from Fitzroy Cross-
ing itself. The Broome abattoirs could be
transferred to Fitzroy Crossing in the
centre of the cattle industry, and a proper
road could be built to the jetty at Broome.
That would save three parts of the cost
involved in messing about with Point Tor-
ment.

We are not going to have much more
stock-droving. Overlanding is dying out.
Drovers are dying out. Young fellows will
not take up droving. As was indicated
by the member for Boulder, even the
natives have turned it up. They have
found easier ways of living than existing
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on corned beef and damper which has been
contaminated by flies. and sitting behind
cattle singing to them all night. We will
not be able to get drovers. No young
fellows will stay there. There have been
a number of young men, known as jack-
eroos, established on the stations in the
Kimberleys in the last three years, but
they have not remained. They will not
endure the lack of amenities and the hard
life; because it is a hard life. It is too
hard for the rising generation and too
tough for the older generation.

The Minister for Works: Your suggested
alternative is Broome?

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: Yes. I
think we could get backing for that if we
looked in the right quarter.

The Minister for Works: What is the
right quarter?

Hon. A. H. Panton: What length of road
would be required?

Ron. A. A. M. COVERLEY: About 118
miles. They are walking the cattle there
now and it is argued that the condition
is being walked off the animals. It has
been said in this House that the Glen-
roy air beef transport has been respon-
sible for saving 100 lb. weight on a
bullock. That is not true. It probably
saves 50 lb. but not 100 lb. That has
to be taken into consideration. If abat-
toirs were built in the right place at Fitz-
roy Crossing, the surrounding stations
would be about four days' droving dis-
tance therefrom. All these things should
be given consideration before the tax-
payers' money is spent.

The Minister for Works: Do you think
the ordinary oversea vessel could get into
Broomie?

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: Not at the
jetty at the moment but at a new jetty
established at Entrance Point, where the
deep water is.

The Chief Secretary: You would need
a longer jetty than the existing one.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I guess the
Minister would be able to get all that in-
formation from the flies. These things are
well known. I am only pointing out the
difficulties that face this or any other
Government that may mess about with the
Point Torment business as against the ex-
penditure that would be involved at
Broome. I am positive that there is more
than meets the eye in the recommenda-
tions on behalf of a place like Point
Torment and that further investiga-
tion should be made. We find that the
members representing the Fremantle area,
and other People interested in the Fre-
mantle Harbour, suggest that we should
have further information about schemes
that have been submitted by highly
qualified engineers. I am not mak-
ing my suggestions to the Government
in order that my criticism shall be in

conformity with theirs, but because I be-
lieve the Point Torment proposition will
cost at least ten times more than the
sound proposition that could be. advanced
on behalf of Broome.

There are two hotels at Derby and both
ought to be replaced with new ones. The
proprietors are willing to replace them-
Every time the Licensing Court goes there,
an extension for three months is ranted;
and the publicans are waiting for some-
thing definite from the Government.
realising it would be foolish to spend
E30,000 or £40,000 on the erection of new
hotels if, in the course of a year or two,
they have to be pulled down and sent a.
distance of 20 miles which is what they
think will be the result of the scheme sug-
gested in the Press. I know differently,
of course. I know there will be no jetty
at Point Torment for a long time.

The Acting Premier: I am inclined to
agree with you.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: Only re-
cently the Commonwealth Government. in
conjunction with the State Government,
proposed to spend one and a half million
pounds in making roads and bridges in
the East Kimberleys from Wyndham to
the border of the Northern Territory. That
is good developmental work,* but it was
published in the paper that this was to in-
crease the production of beef for Britain.
I never knew we could increase produc-
tion of beef by building roads and bridges.
I thought we needed a few more bulls and
cows: and I still think that is the way to
increase our production!

The Minister for Works: It is basic,
anyway.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I think
the proposed water scheme is a good one
provided the taxpayers are given protec-
tion by way of the Government's exercis-
ing some control over these things after
spending the money.

The Minister for Lands: Roads and
bridges would be a means of getting the
cattle in.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: Yes.
The Minister for Works: They would

provide better transport facilities.
Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: Yes, but

does not the Minister think that this is
placing the cart before the horse? If
we want to sell a four-year old beast, it
takes us five years to get him. I think we
ought to go ahead with that part of the
plan before starting on the roads and
bridges, because we still have four or five
years in which to catch up with increased
production. I think this is putting the
cart before the horse. We in the North
seem to be getting a lot of publicity at
the moment. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion referred to someone discovering the
North several times lately, so we get a
lot of misleading information both through
the Press and in this House.
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Recently Mr. Hunt, the President of the that the best piece of country for produc-
R.S.L., went up North in an aeroplane.
He landed at Fitzroy Crossing where he
saw a most glorious garden of about half
an acre, in full bloom. That garden was
under irrigation, on the bank of the Fitz-
roy River in the pick of the country. I
think he said it was just as favourable as
anything he had ever seen, including
Osborne Park. He proposed to the R.S.L.
that many millions of acres could be put
under cultivation. But, of course, he over-
looked the fact that he has to get the
Government to take the land away from
that London Jew. Izzy Emanuel, who has
a pretty good grip on it.

The Minister for Works: We have only
been here for three years: he has been
there much longer than that.

I-on. A. A. M. COVERLEY: If the Gov-
ernment is there for the next 33 years,
mzy Emnanuel will still own Ktimberley
property.

The Minister for Lands: If you grow
all these things you have to find a market
for them.

The Minister for Works: And you must
bave roads to bring them down.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: A further
report appeared in the paper headed
"Developing the North. Move for Inclusion
in R.S.L. Policy" as follows:-

After receiving a report on the
North-West by Mr. W. S. Lonnie. the
State executive of the Returned
Servicemen's League on Wednesday
resolved to urge the federal executive
to extend the league's policy to in-
clude the "adequate development and
peopling of the north of Australia."

That is a very good objective, and if they
will interest themselves in the land laws
of Western Australia. too, I will be only
too pleased to give them my assistance.
The report continues--

Mr. Lonnie, who is a member of the
State executive, recently returned
from a tour of the North-West. It
was also decided to invite the Director
of Works (Mr. R. J. Dumas) to
address the State executive's North-
West committee on the Ord River
scheme and to outline other Govern-
ment plans aimed at developing the
area. The executive decided to defer
discussion on these matters until after
the address.

It looks as if they are going to start off
on the wrong leg, too. I suggest to them
that they interest themselves in the land
laws of this State rather than the plans
enunciated by Mr. Dumas. It is a funny
thing, too. that while these gentlemen
were in the North they were so interested
in finding land for returned soldiers that
they did not hear of tidialla. It is strange

tion, a garden, a home site, or anything
else, was right alongside of them and they
did not hear of it.

The Minister for Lands: Did not they
mention Udialla?

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I shall be-
fore I finish. There are several returned
soldiers in the town of Derby, and they
are interested in Udialla, but that is as
far as they will get. For the benefit of
the new members I want to say that last
session I moved for the appointment of
a Select Committee to inquire into the
sale of stock off Udialla. The sheep were
sold for 15s. per head with the unmarked
lambs thrown in. No tenders were called,
no public auction held, or anything. They
were quietly sold to the adjoining pas-
toral company. In reply to my suggestion
for an inquiry, the Minister for Native
Affairs assured this House that it was im-
possible to wait for tenders to be canled
or a public auction arranged as the sheep
were dying of starvation and as a result
of erosion. I could quote that from
"Hansard" if any hon. member doubted
me. but I will let the new members look
it up for themselves.

The Chief Secretary: What was the
general ruling price there for that type
of sheep?

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I1 know that
If tenders had been called the Govern-
ment would have got 25s. a head for them.

The Chief Secretary: You have the file
there.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: Yes, and
the information the Minister is quoting
is from the interested person who bought
the sheep. But the Minister did not say
in reply that when that person made ap-
plication to buy the sheep he asked for a
hurried decision as the river was rising
and he would not be able to take charge
of them.

The Chief Secretary: Is it true that the
river was rising?

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I take it
we ought to except what is on the file.
The Minister is prepared to accept what
is there about the price of sheep and I
have to accept it too, but I know that it
has been openly stated that 25s. and 30s.
would have been tendered for them.

The Chief Secretary: That came from
a man who wanted to buy them and then
was a bit annoyed because he did not do so,
so he said that he would have given as
much as that for them.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: That is not
true. I am sorry the Minister made that
interjection because I did not want to men-
tion it. I think that Is very mean. There
was an employee of the Department of
Native Affairs in charge of lUdialla, and
he left. He was not dismissed, He was
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offered the job of head stockman on Moola
Eulla at £10 per week and keep, but he
did not accept the position. Instead he
started a small property of his own. It
was suggested-the letter Is on the file-
that I could have received my information
only from that gentleman, who was a dis-
gruntled and dismissed person, but that is
not true. He was neither disgruntled nor
dismissed and he did not give me the in-
formation. I do not have to get informa-
tion from departmental officers. I asked
a lot of questions about car hire and this
man was accused of giving me the infor-
mation. That did not display much intel-
ligence on the part of the suspicious minds
concerned, because there were three cars
for hire in Derby and one man got the
job, without tenders being called or any-
thing else.

Anyone who gives the matter thought
might realise where I got my information;
it was not from a departmental employee.
I know the mileage throughout Kimberley
and it was not hard for me to work out
wvhat they were earning at Is. 3d. per mile.
What the Minister believes is entirely un-
truw. The twe. people who in my presents
made the suggestions about what they were
prepared to offer for the sheep were not
intere sted in any other way. On_: was a
Pastoralist with a property not far from
Derby-a man who shears 10,000 or 12,000
sheep per annuni-anid the other a pas-
toralist with sheep up towards the East
Kimberley.

Mr. Nalder: How many Sheep were in-
volved in the transaction?

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I think about
1,000. There were about £800 worth. They
received £1,300 for the wool off those sheep
the season before and yet they sold the
sheep at the price that has been mentioned
and threw in the unmarked lambs. How-
ever, I am now more interested in the
property than in the sheep, because the
sheep are gone. I was surprised at this
gentleman, who is so interested in re-
turned soldiers, not being interested
in the action of the Government in per-
mitting this property, which was so eroded
and eaten out that the sheep were said to
be dying of starvation, to be leased within
a. short period to the Mt. Anderson Pas-
toral Company for the purpose of stud
breeding rams. When moving for the ap-
pointment of a Select Committee I used
the word "collusion"-though not in ani
offensive way-and the Minister castigated
me for suggesting that collusion had taken
place.

It is strange that the vote on the motion
for an inquiry took place on the 3rd
August and there is a letter on the file
from the Mt. Anderson Pastoral Company
asking for a lease of this property, under
date the 9th August, which was six days
after the vote was taken. I wonder how
they got the information and made that
application within six days of the vote
being taken in this House!I I will not use

the word "collusion" again, as I was cas-
tiga ted for using it on the last occasion,
but it is a strange thing that the com-
pany applied for the lease of this property
for the purpose of breeding stud rams. In
the letter, which is on the file, the man-
ager stated that Udialla was an ideal spot
for the purpose, and yet three months be-
fore that the sheep had to be given away
because they were dying of starvation.

It is entirely unfair for the Mt. Ander-
son Pastoral Company to be granted a
10 years' lease of this property, under
cover, with nobody else being given the
right to apply for it. It is a paltry 3,000
acres that would provide a good living
for any family, but nobody has been per-
mltt to apply for selection of that coun-
try, because the lease was granted under
cover and under privilege. It is interest-
ing to read the file and some members
might like to peruse it to see the honour-
able deals done by the Government they
support. It will be found that the appli-
cation from the pastoral company was
sent to the Lands Department and from
there to the Surveyor General, who priced
it, for leasing purposes, at £40 per year.
That was too high for the pastoral com-
pany to pay and it was finally granted to
them for £5 per Year. That is all on the
file, for the information of any member
who may care to look at it.

There is also contained in the file the
information that the company applied to
have this land joined up with its pastoral
iease, which would carry it on until 1984,
but somebody in the Lands Department
discovered that if that were agreed to any
person could make application and, if
there were mote than one applicant, it
would come before a land selection board,
and that would not do. because a com-
pany with at least a quarter of a million
acres of country would not have much
chance of getting preferential treatment
as against married returned soldiers in
the town of Derby. Therefore, that idea
was scrapped.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Was that Surveyor-
General Mr. Fyfe?

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: It is all on
the file. I wonder what the Minister for
Lands, who is the champion or poses as
the champion of returned soldiers has to
say in reply to that.

The Minister for Lands: I do not pose.
Hon, A. H. Panton: He only supposes.
Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I hope mem-

bers of the R.S.L. Executive, such as Mr.
Hunt and Mr. Lonnie, who are so inter-
ested in the development of the Kiraber-
leys, will take note of such things and find
out what can be done to secure a fair deal
for the returned soldiers.

The Minister for Lands: I hope that
before you resume your seat you will be
able to settle the question of who dis-
covered the North.
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Hon. A. A. m. COVERLEY: I would say
it was the man who, unfortunately, was
buried today, Mr. M. P. Durack.

The Minister for Lands: I agree.
Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: Australia

could do with hundreds of thousands more
men of his type. He was a man of prin-
ciple and character. While on the
same subject I want to draw the
attention of the Minister for Native
Affairs to the closure and handing
over of Udialla. That is one of the
tragedies, so far as the natives of the North
are concerned. I do not intend to repeat
the stories of the hardships imposed upon
the natives from Udinllt when they were
transferred to La Grange Bay. The mem-
ber for Boulder just now suggested that
the present administration of native af-
fairs was giving a much better deal to
natives than any previous administration.
I am sorry, but I do not agree with him.
I have not seen any practical demonstra-
tion up to date although there has been
much lip service, a terrible lot of mislead-
ing propaganda in the Press1 and I have
heard many misleading statements made
by the ex-Minister for Native Affairs in
this House. I do not know of any practi-
cal things that this Administration has
done for the natives.

Mr. Oliver: They get Paid.
Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: The pay-

ment is a sham. I will tell the hon.
mnember what they are paying-the
full amount of 10s. per week and tucker
for drovers who are working 18 hours out
of 24.

Mr. Oliver: They must be paid, because
it was stated that they are not a liability.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: If this new
Administration wanted to do something
practical for the natives, then there Is
plenty of opportunity. What has the
Administration done about citizenship
rights of natives? There is an Act in this
country which says that any full-blood, or
other native in this country, can apply
to the local court in the district in which
be lives and, if he understands English, and
has given up the practise of tribal rights,
he is entitled to full citizenship.

The Minister for Lands: And is of good
character.

Mr. Fox: Does he have to have a house
to live in? I ask that question in all
seriousness.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: Once a
native obtains citizenship rights, he has
the same chance as anyone else. I want
to know what the department has done
about this matter in particular. What in-
formation has the department given to the
natives? What assistance has been given
to them? From what I can gather, the
Commissioner has objected to 130 out of
the 400 odd applications. I do not think
that is assisting the natives, and to my
mind it is not the right or the job of the
department to object to any one of them.

That is up to the native himself, to con-
vince the magistrate, and it is the magis-
trate's job to say whether citizenship
rights shall be ranted or not. It is the
department's job to assist and educate the
native and not to lodge objections. They
talk about uplifting the natives! All this
uplifting is mostly referred to the half-
caste or coloured population in the city
areas. They do not want too much molly-
coddling. The member told us that up
North he found them working on main
road jobs and on the wharves, getting funl
protection, basic wage and worker's com-
pensation, as well as everything else. They
set on all right up there.

The Chief Secretary: I do not think
there is any Mollycoddling. The intention
is that what they get they must work
for .

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I do not
want the Chief Secretary to interject;
otherwise he might keep me going for some.
time. However, I will tell the Chief Sec-
retary anl about mollycoddling and what
I know to be facts. This Administration
is looking forward to higher education,
and all sorts of things like that. What
happens to hail our white boys and girls
when they have higher education? I1 can
name dozens of them with Leaving Certi-
ficates who do not bother to make use of
their qualifications..- They have gone into
shearing sheds, and Places like that, to
earn about £10 a week. The same thing
will happen to the coloured or native popu-
lation. A small percentage of them Will
advance further, but the great majority
will be like the whites, and finish up on
the basic wage.

The present Commissioner had not been
six months in Western Australia, or spent
one week in the Kimberleys, when he made
a recommendation to the Government to
close the udialla settlement and transfer
the natives to La Grange Bay. As I said
on the Supply Bill, in my opinion it was
purely a political ramp, and today I am
more than ever convinced. When speaking
on the subject last session, I said that
Udialla would be sold before the House
met again. It was nothing but a Political
ramnp, and that makes the member for
Vasse smile. If that member had had the
courage of his convictions and had voted
for a Select Committee of inquiry, he
would have smiled about the result. That
is the reason why the Government put
the whip on the Party and the two
independents! That is the reason why
the motion was defeated! The Govern-
ment had something to hide and did not
want it exposed or brought to the light
of day!

HRon. J. B. Sleeman: I am surprised at
the Minister for Lands coming at that.

The Minister for Lands: There was no-
thing to hide, and the member for Kim-
berley knows it.

Hon, A. A. M. COVERLEY: I say that
there was.
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The Minister for Lands: of course there
was not. It was all above board.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLET: That is why
the pastoral company applied, six days
after the debate, to lease this property
for stud breeding purposes. Is the Minister
trying to tell the House that the pastoralist
in question would take up a barren, arid
portion of country to start stud breeding?
That is the answer. It is too silly for
argument.

The Minister for Lands: There were
good rains after that.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY; There have
never been anything else but good rains
in the Kimberleys. Does not the Minister
look up statistics, or is he like the member
for Woop Woop who stated he disagreed
with statistics because they were incor-
rect? What next will the Government
come at?

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do not let the
Minister work you up.

Mr. Marshall: His was the only party
that lost materially by the redistribution
of seats.

The Minister for Lands: What do you
want to bring that up for?

Mr. Marshall: The Country Party got
the boot properly.

Hon. A. A. Md. COVERLET: I asked the
Minister for Native Affairs several ques-
tions in relation to a proposed new institu-
tion for natives in the Fitzroy district in
the Kiniberleys. I read in a newspaper
that the present Commissioner of Native
Affairs had just returned after a tour of
the Kimberleys, putting this payment
scheme of his into operation, where the
natives are to receive the full amount of
l0s. per week and their tucker; the
ordinary rouseabout type to receive Ss.
The droving type of natives did much
better under the previous arrangement
because any boy worth his salt with a
droving team got paid very well. When-
ever they arrived in a town, such as Derby.
Wyndham, or wherever the team hap-
pened to be, the boys were always given
money, bought presents and looked after
very well. If the pictures were about, they
were always taken to them. They were
also permitted to buy presents to take
home to their gins and relations. Under
this system no drover is going to pay a
boy what he would have paid under the
voluntary system. 'He will probably
give him five or ten shillings and nothing
else, because he will say he has to account
to the native inspector and cannot there-
fore give him any more.

The Minister for Lands: I cannot see
that point.

Hon. A. A. Md. COVERLEY: The Minister
would not. As to this point I warn the
Minister that Udialla, was an oasis and
worthwhile, but it is now finished. I also
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want to plead with him on behalf of the
natives on this occasion so that they will
not be persecuted a second time.

The Chief Secretary: Will not be what?
Hon. A. A. Md. COVERLEY: Be perse-

cuted a second time. The Minister does
not know the Fitzroy Crossing but I will
try to demonstrate where he intends to
Put this new institution. I took the pre-
caution of asking the Minister some ques-
tions on the subject for fear I might be
making a mistake.

The Chief Secretary: I gave you the
only answer possible at the time.

Hon. A. A. Md. COVERLET: It was an-
nounced in the Press that it was intended
to put this institution on the old post
office site. Recently the old post office was
pulled down and the new post office erect-
ed on the banks of the Fitzroy River, and
I anticipated that it was intended to put
this institution on the old spot. In the
Press announcement the word "old" was
used in relation to the post office site
which is away out among the stone along
the old telegraph route where nobody
would know anything about it. In answer
to my question the Minister assured me
that it was the old site adjoining the
aerodrome.

The Chief Secretary: Did that make the
point clear?

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLET: Yes. Firstly
there Is no water supply there and
one will have to depend on tank
water. If the Minister intends to put an
institution consisting of 100 or more souls
on that spot and expect them to exist
there, water must be provided. Wells do
exist there but the water in them is un-
suitable for drinking because it affects
people. Every postmaster and every lines-
man that has ever been there over the
past 30 years will assert that one cannot
use the water. That is the first thing.
Secondly, the place is on a rise. In the
season when the easterly winds blow they
cut one to the bone. Is it intended to
place natives on this rise, which has not
even a decent tree growing on it and which
has no other protection from wind, sand
or sun? There is no water and no pro-
tection. This bit of a rise is only about
a mile and a half from the Fitzroy Hotel
and surrounded by what is known as a
"Plum" plain which is as level as a bil-
liard table. Imagine natives, old and
young, living at that place. The new
Native Affairs Administration knows no-
thing about the climatic conditions and
has not the faintest idea what these winds
do to people there.

The Chief Secretary: Have you in
mind a site that is very much better?

Hon. A. A. Md. COVERLET: Oh yes!1
Udialla! The Minister's mob gave it
away.
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The Chief Secretary: I wanted to use
the hon. member's knowledge.

lion. A. A. M. COVERLEY: A member's
knowledge of native affairs is never wanted
when it is practical.

The Chief Secretary: I am just asking
for it, now.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: No, it is
never wanted. I have been given mislead-
ing information on every occasion when
I have asked questions. I asked Qluestions
about taxi hire. What were the answers?
The first was that £ 120 had been spent
but I knew that over £200 had been ex-
pended. From the second answer I again
received misleading information. I asked
the then Minister for Native Affairs, now
Sir Ross McDonald, if he would check up
on the matter and he said he would be-
cause the last question I asked was, "Was
it a fact that over £500 had been paid
in taxi hire?" and the answer was, "No."
Parliament was closing and I told Sir Ross
McDonald privately that his information
was wrong. He said it could not be but
I said that it was. A couple of months
later he wrote to me and stated that an
inquiry had been made by a very able and
fully qualified accountant, which proved
that the information the Minister had
supplied me previously was entirely cor-
rect. Following on this I again asked a
question on the subject but what answer
did I get from the Minister? I was told,
"Yes, £523 has been paid out." Where
do we get to with these misleading state-
ments?

The Chief Secretary: What is the posi-
tion? Are you disagreeing with it, or can
you prove that £523 is the correct figure?

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: That has
nothing to do with it. It does not alter
the fact that I was not told the truth.
That is what I am annoyed about.

The Chief Secretary:, We want to know
whether your judgment is correct in this
matter; I just do not know.

H-on. A. H. Panton: By jove, you ought
to know.

Mr. Styants: We will be justified in
moving another motion of censure as an
amendment.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Udialla warrants
another amendment.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: The Minis-
ter said he does not know whether it is
right or not. I have half a mind to go
through "Hansard" ahnd read my ques-
tions during last session and the answers
to them and also read the one which I
asked this session, but I do not think it
would make much difference if I stood
here for a week quoting questions and
answers. I pointed out that this high
falutin' administration, which is so fond
of Press publicity, has done nothing of
any practical value for the native!

Mr. Ackland: Have you been to Mo-
gumber since the new Administration took
it over?

Hon. A. A. M, COVERLEY: No, I have
not.

Mr. Ackland: You ought to go.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: If I had gone
and found all the virtues there which the
hon. member says there are I would ad-
mit to them, but it is not my job to sneak
around and inspect establishments which
are the concern of the member for Irwin-
Moore. I inspect my own. The Commis-
sioner of Native Affairs, when he returned
from his recent visit to the North, was
good enough to say that things were not
all he would like them to be at La Grange
Bay, but he did not mention that he had
forced one hundred odd natives to La
Grange Bay from Udialla. Things are
no different at La Orange Bay now from
what they were 23 years ago. The only
diff erence that I see there is that the
natives have been shifted from the back
of the institution on to the main road. La
Grange Bay has a 21 mile coast line. There
is no natural camp or shelter of any
description there and no natural water
other than the sea. As these natives are
from inland and are not seamen, they do
not appreciate living near the sea. The
Commissioner did not tell the people
that they were breaking their hearts to
go backc to their own country. The posi-
tion had become so acute that there was
a move to shift them back to the Fitzroy
area. This was only done for the same
reason that applied to Udlalla-f or politi-
cal purposes.

Turning next to the Education Depart-
mient. I acknowledge that the Minister for
Educat'in has shown himself very sympa-
thetic and most interested with reference
to the erection of a school and hostel at
Hall's Creek. I know the difficulties con-
fronting the Government regarding the
claims for priorities to be accorded the
erection of other schools and for attention
to repairs or additions. I think we have
an undeniable claim to No. 1 priority foi
the school and hostel at Hall's Creek.
Married people living in that area have
to send their children of school age either
to Alice Springs in the Northern Territory
or south for educational purposes. HOW-
ever, the Government has promised to
erect a School and hostel to cater for the
children at Hall's Creek. if that is done.
it will be one of the best things that has
ever happened in the interests of the
population there.

I know the Government has many prob-
lems to overcome with regard to plans and
so forth, but I must impress upon the
Minister the utmost urgency Of getting
tenders called promptly for the work and
the scheme moving, because if there is
any laxity in the matter other depart-
ments, interested in furthering their build-
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ing programmes in the metropolitan area,
will bring influence to bear In favour of
the erection of homes here and the
authorities are likely to forget all about
the work at Hall's Creek. Unless tenders
are called quickly, time itself will defeat
the object for another twelve months.

Only another three months remain for
Carting materials overland from Derby or
Wyndham to Hall's Creek. After that the
wet season will develop and it will be im-
possible to haul anything from the coast
to the inland centre. This means that
unless the work is put in hand speedily we
will be still another twelve months with-
out a school at Hall's Creek. It will cer-
tainly take three or four months to erect
the buildings and then the wet season will
be on us again. I trust the Minister will
do his utmost to put the work in hand.
I had a number of other matters I in-
tended to discuss, but I shall leave theta
until we are dealing with the revenue
Estimates.

MR. PERKINS (Roe) [9.31: The debate
on the Address-In-reply affords members
an opportunity to discuss subjects of a
general nature. Such matters can prob-
ably be more appropriately dealt with at
this stage than when any other opportun-
ity is available during the session. I there-
fore desire to touch on two or three sub-
jects. some of which I have discussed in
Parliament before, and there are some
other aspects that I shall dwell upon on
this occasion. For some years I have drawn
attention to the drift of population from
rural areas, especially from the agricul-
tural areas that I know best, to the met-
ropolis in particular. Recently further pub-
licity has been given to that subject, and
it would appear that the public conscience
is being awakened to some degree regard-
ing the alarming effects that can result
from this tendency, should it continue for
any great length of time.

Considerable concern has been mani-
fested in Australia regarding the rate at
which the capital cities have expanded.
That applies particularly to Melbourne and
Sydney. both of which have grown to such
a size that they obviously have become
uneconomic from the points of view of
production and transport. In Western
Australia the Population of the metro-
politan area has not grown to a size com-
parable to Melbourne and Sydney, but on
a proportional basis the population here in
the metropolitan area is almost as great,
comparatively speaking, as those of the
capital cities of Victoria and New South
Wales.

Hon. 3. B. Sleeman: You should treat
the people in the country better and they
would not leave It.

Mr. PERKINS: That is the point I
want to raise. I urge better treatment
for the rural areas. It is self-evident that
if we want people to stay in particular

districts it is necessary that they shall
be permitted to live under conditions
similar to those enjoyed in other parts
that are more favoured at the present
time. I have been stressing that aspect
for a long time, and it would seem that
I have a convert at last in the member
for Fremantle.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You are quite right.
Mr. PERKINS: I hope he will prove a

worthy ally when members on the Govern-
ment side of the House give some concrete
indications of where they seek improve-
ments.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I will help you to
secure the improvements.

Mr. PERKINS: If members represent-
ing metropolitan constituencies are will-
ing to take a broadminded view, I have
no doubt that we shall speedily overcome
some of our major difficulties. For in-
stance, there is the disparity in water
rates as between the metropolitan area
and country districts. The rate varies
from 2s. 6d. up to, I think. 8s, a thousand
gallons, which is the charge at Norseman.
If I am wrong in that respect, members
representing Goldfields constituencies will
be able to correct me. I remember accomi-
panying a deputation of Goldfields mem-
bers and representatives of areas along
the pipeline, when we asked for a flat
rate. Of course, we did not expect to get
it; but had we obtained a small reduction
in the country water rates and possibly a
small rise in the metropolitan rates, we
would have been happy. I imagine the
member for Fremantle would be willing
to agree to an extra levy of 6d. per thou-
sand gallons in the metropolitan area If
people in the country districts could get
their water supplied at is. or 2s. per
thousand gallons cheaper than the pre-
sent-day rate.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: That was not the
view advanced regarding the comprehen-
sive water scheme proposed by the mem-
ber for Northam when he was Minister
for Works.

MEr. PERKINS: Ma.ny of us strongly
supported that scheme.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: But you people
threw it out.

Mr. PERKINS: I do not think the hon.
mernber is quite right in saying that.

H-on. A. Hf. Panton: At any rate, what
is your Government going to do about it?

Mr. PERKINS: I emphasise that, in
my opinion, a Proper water supply repre-
sents the most important single factor
calculated to Induce people to live in the
rural areas instead of drifting to more
closely settled parts where so many ameni-
ties are available. I admit that in cer-
tain parts of the country districts there
were some who did not see the virtue of
reticulated supplies of water from coastal
areas, and in consequence some difficulty

A
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was experienced in connection with the
water scheme mentioned by the member
for Fremantle and introduced by the
member for Northamn when he was Minis-
ter for Works, with the result that the
scheme was opposed in certain parts of the
State.

Hon. J. B. Sleem an: I understand they
are sorry now.

Mr. PERKINS: it is understandable
where people have spent a lot of money
in providing their own supplies that they
would take a rather unenthusiastic view
of having to pay an additional annual
rate on top of the capital expenditure they
had already incurred. In answer to the
member for Premantle, I say that had the
member for Northamn, when Minister for
Works, been a little more co-operative and
agreed to some of the provisions that were
later included in another Act passed since
the present Government took office, the
original Comprehensive Water Supply Bill
would have become law. I say that quite
definitely. In the later measure, there Is
provision for exempting people from the
payment of the full rate where they have
incurred large expenditure to provide sup-
Plies of their own when no Government
was interested in catering for their needs.

I-on. J. B. Sleeman: Are not the ones
who objected now sorry that they did so?

Mr. PERKINS: I do not think that
applies. Different Acts have come into
force and people are able to obtain reticu-
lated supplies from the coast under dif-
ferent conditions, and many people are
now asking for reticulated supplies. Un-
fortunately, owing to the great extent of
our agricultural areas and the difficulty of
providing water supplies everywhere, it is
impossible to serve all our agricultural
areas by pipelines from the coast and, in
certain cases, we shall have to do the best
we can with country supplies. My experi-
ence has been that local supplies in areas
having less than a 15-inch rainfall have
a nasty habit of proving inadequate when
the heaviest call is made upon them.

Wherever it is physically practicable,
Governments should agree to extend the
coastal supplies by pipeline into the agri-
cultural areas if they really want to nmake
the policy of decentralisation a real fact
rather than merely a catch-cry.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: What is the Gov-
ernment going to do about it?

Mr. PERKINS: The area I now repre-
sent is a, very extensive one. Starting
practically from the Eastern Goldfilds
railway, It extends to the south coast, and
from approximately the No. 2 Rabbit-
Proof Fence right out to the edge of
settlement. it embraces many of the agri-
cultural areas that are most difficult to
provide with adequate water supplies.
Under the original proposal introduced by
the member for Northam when Minister
for Works, it was not proposed to take the
so-called comprehensive water scheme

then suggested out to many of the areas
that needed it most. For instance, it was
not intended to extend the pipeline to
serve districts such as East Kuhin. Lake
Grace, Newdegate or Pingrup, which are
some of the districts that experience
trouble in years when the rainfall is on
the light side.

Since I have represented the area, I have
been stressing the need for extending the
pipeline to serve those places. This Is
necessary if we are going to build them
up into the highly productive and reason-
ably closely settled areas that we desire.
There has been a certain amount of re-
sistance on the part of some people, par-
ticularly those to whom I have referred
and who have spent considerable capital
on the provision of reasonably adequate
supplies for themselves, but in recent
weeks, after considerable discussion, it has
been decided by the local authorities and
other local bodies representative of those
areas to ask that the Wellington Dam
scheme be extended to serve those areas.

As members are aware, the Eastern
Ooldfields main is being extended south
of Merredin to serve the Narembeen, Bruce
Rock and Kondinin districts, all of which
have had local catchment schemes that
in each instance have proved inadequate
to serve the needs of those towns and dis-
tricts. The Mundaring reservoir has been
drawn upon very heavily and, in may opin-
ion, it is highly desirable to take as much
of the draw as Possible for those areas
from Wellington Dam in order to conserve
the Mundaring water for extensions in
other directions for which it may not be
practicable to use Wellington Dam.

I find great satisfaction in informing the
House that the districts of Kuhin, Lake
Grace, Newdegate and Pingrup have, in
recent weeks, decided to ask for the Wel-
lington Dam pipeline to be extended to
serve those areas.

Mr. Nalder: It will be a long time before
they can expect it.

Mr. PERKINS: The pipeline from Wel-
lington Dam should reach Narrogin within
two-and-a-half years. Nothing can be
done in the way of an extension beyond
Narrogin until the pipeline is carried out,
but there is provision for extension down
the Great Southern to Wagin and Katan-
ning, and I understand it is also suggested
that Mt. Barker be served. We do not
want to put one area before another, but
it is quite equitable to suggest that, when
the pipeline does reach Narrogin, exten-
sions eastwards to serve the districts I
have mentioned should be considered at
the same time as the districts south of
Narrogin.

Mr. Nalder: Could they be served from
Wellington Dam?

Mr. PERKINS: We do not know where
the pipelines will go until the surveys have
been made, but I have had discussions
with officers and engineers of the Water
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Supply Department and, after consulting
the map-no physical survey of the route
has been made-it Is possible that the
most practicable way of serving those
areas will be by pumping the water from
1'arrogin, to a pressure tank on the high
country adjacent to Wickepin and, from
there, it looks as if the water would gravi-
tate right out to Kuhin Into the fiats be-
yond and then snuthwards to Lake Grace
and out to Newdegate and Pingrup. and
that if extensions are required to serve
other areas to the eastward of the Great
Southern line, it would be quite practicable
to run pipelines out to Dumbleyung and
Kukerin.

I do not want to get mixed up with a
battle of routes, but I suggest that the
districts that require the water should be
considered on their merits. The districts
I have been referring to have less than a
is-Inch rainfall and, in many instances,
neither the towns nor the farming areas
have adequate water supplies. In the dis-
tricts about Narrogin and southwards
down the Great Southern, the needs of
the towns are great, but what is required
there are practically town supplies. I do
not want to deny water to anybody else.
I know how essential it is for the develop-
ment of towns and farming areas alike.
But each district deserves consideration
on its merits and I hope that we will not
need to place one district ahead of an-
other, but that it will be possible to pro-
ceed with construction to serve all dis-
tricts simultaneously. The sooner we can
get the pipelines extended to serve those
districts, the sooner we will get rid of
some of the worst headaches with which
Governments in this State have had to
contend.

In the last season or two we have been,
and it looks as though this season we will
be, at our wit's end to know where to
obtain water to supply the basic human
needs in those areas. It is hard to realise,
but I know farmers in districts such as
that south of Newdegate in particular who
last season were carting water 60 miles
one way-that is 120 miles for the round
trip to obtain water for stock and domestic
purposes. In my estimation that is a
frightful situation, and I think that mem-
bers can understand my anxiety to see
something better provided for the people
living in those areas.

Mr. Marshall: How do you mean it was
carted? By rail?

Mr. PERKINS: No, by road on their own
trucks at their own cost. That was the
only way they could keep their households
going and their stock supplied with water.
They were carting from a place called
Sugg Rock which is about six miles north
of Lake King, and Lake King is 39 miles
from Newdegate. The hon. member can
work out for himself the long trek that
some of them had to make to obtain
water.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It looks as though
they may be doing it this season.

Mr. PERKINS: I fear that will be so
unless there are good rains in the summer
or in the not distant future. The lack of
water supplies gives great cause for worry.
If we have a run of wet seasons we will
overcome the worst of these worries, but
that does not alter the fact that dry cycles
will return; and we In this House are
charged with the responsibility of seeing
that conditions such as I have described
do not prevail any longer than is absolutely
necessary. We cannot wonder that people
leave some of these areas to live in the
metropolis or where they can secure some
of the basic amenities, when they have to
put up with Conditions like those I have
outlined.

our experience with local catchments
has been rather unfortunate. When we
have provided local catchments in areas
with a 15-inch rainfall or less, often quite
a margin has been allowed for dry sea-
sons or expansion of demand. But in
practically every instance we have run
into trouble with these local supplies. In
the area I represent at present are Bruce
Rock, Narembeen and Kondinin, and
every one of those places has run into
trouble after the catchments. have been
down 10 or eight years or even less. How-
ever. I have outlined for the benefit of the
House what is taking place, and I hope it
will be possible In the next few years to
effect a considerable improvement In the
water supply position by means of the
extension of the Mundaring and Welling-
ton pipeline systems. I feel certain that
can be the biggest single factor in over-
coming the drift of population from our
rural districts to the metropolitan area.
I am very pleased to know that we have
support from the member for Fremantle
when we suggest that the metropolitan
area might be prepared to do a little for
us and might not mind paying a little
more in water rates to help us to get our
water somewhat cheaper.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Is there any real
danger of the farmers leaving their farms
and coming down here to work for wages?

Mr. Nalder: Many of them have done
that before.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I am not speakinga
of what happened before.

Mr. PERKINS: I suggest that on a
future occasion the member for Melville
might give some explanation to this House
as to why this drift of population is oc-
curring. I know he will not doubt the
statistician's figures.

Hon. J. 13. Sleeman: After that state-
ment in the paper the other night. he
might!

Mr. PERKINS: If the member for Mel-
ville has any other reasons to offer, for
the drift, I hope he will put them forward.
The next question I want to touch on

567
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is transport. on Previous occasions in
this House I think I have almost bored
members with my advocacy of the trial
of road buses to serve some of our country
areas where Government transport ser-
vices have been very inadequate. I re-
member that a year or two ago-perhaps
longer-I read extracts from publications
stating what was happening elsewhere in
the world. That was when I was advo-
cating a bus service from Perth through
York to Bruce Rock and Narembeen.

I remember that soon after I was elected
to this House, about eight years ago, I
brought a deputation from the eastern end
of the area I then represented to the then
Minister for Railways, who is now the
member for Eyre. I recall receiving a
sympathetic reply. Unfortunately the
Minister did not do very much about it
at that stage, though, in justice to him,
I should point out that he was not in
office very long. Subsequent to his re-
linquishing office, the member for Mur-
chison became the Minister for Railways
and he took considerable interest in this
project. At the time, I was advocating a
private bus service for that area, but the
Minister for Railways would not have any-
thing to do with that suggestion. I did
not altogether expect that he would, know-
ing his political beliefs. But he did want
to provide an improved service for the
people in that area. He was sympathetic
and he took some -action to push the pro-
ject along.

Mr. Marshafll- I would have done it if
I had remained in office.

Mr. PERKINS: I think the hon. mem-
ber would have pushed it through, but he
lost his portfolio with the change of Gov-
ernment and there was a considerable
further delay. However, I continued to
peg away at this particular suggestion, and
on the 9th August last year a service was
commenced by the Railway Department's
bus section from Perth to Bruce Rock and
Narembeen. All sorts of obstacles were
put in the way. It was suggested to me
that everyone would be asphyxiated with
the dust in the vehicles. That was only
one of many objections that were raised,
but it seemed to be the best of them. AS
a matter of fact. at one stage the Railway
Department decided to have a trial run,
and it picked about the oldest and most
dilapidated bus it could find in the met-
ropolitan area. I was in the Eastern
States at the time, but those who in-
spected the vehicle told me that it was
possible to look out the back door and
see daylight without looking through the
glass, as there were pl~iity of cracks where
the door was supposed to fit at the sides
and, as there were plenty of openings in
the wheel wells, the vehicle naturally got
very dusty. But when the service was
commenced with a reasonably modern bus,
the dust nuisance proved to be very much
less than was anticipated.

I say quite Confidently that if the body-
builders pay some attention to good work-
manship, it can be entirely obviated. If
motorcars can be built to exclude dust,
so can buses, and much more easily, too.
Operators in other parts of Australia have
demonstrated that this is so. This ser-
vice has proved to be an unqualified suc-
cess, and it has been the means of show-
ing what can be done to provide improved
passenger and light-goods services to many
of our outer areas. It has meant that two
hours and more have been clipped off the
time taken by diesel rail cars to do the
trip; and a much more comfortable ride
is given. But the best proof is that the
patronage of the diesel rail cars has fallen
to such an extent that the Railway De-
partment is finding it impossible to keep
them on the run. The buses are so over-
crowded that quite often additional
vehicles have to be provided.

Mr. Marshall: What is the matter with
the diesel rail cars?

Mr. PERKINS: The people prefer the
buses. The diesel rail cars have many
difficulties in providing a passenger ser-
vice. It is not only that their tare weight
ratio is not as favomrable as that of a
bus, making it difficult for them to main-
tain speeds, but in many cases they are
running over light-gauge lines that are
not meant to carry a rail vehicle at a high
speed. In addition, when they get near
Perth they run into heavy rail traffic,
which causes delays, particularly on single-
track lines where they have to cross goods
trains, and so forth, at stations en route.
The buses provide an important service,
and they have been, I believe, a means of
freeing the rails for the goods trains and
other essential rail traffic that the de-
partment must provide. I have a memor-
andum here from the Railway Department
which sets out briefly the advantages
gained by the introduction of bus ser-
vices. It states-

1. Twelve rail engines and 15 train
crews released for freight haulage.

2. Thirty-five r a i 1 passenger
coaches released for renovation and
other services.

3. Goods trains are worked to best
advantage, whereas mixed trains regu-
lar set timings had to be adhered to.
Some goods trains now double back at
vantagc points and haul a double load
to destination.

4. A big reduction in travel time.
Generally the time has been halved.

5. Passengers embus and debus at
any point on the route instead of hav-
ing to travel, in lots of cases, several
miles to and from rail sidings. In
some cases, passengers are picked up
and set down practically at their
homes.
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6. During the slack season often
one bus only is operated to do what
a complete train was necessary for
formerly.

Not only is the public being provided with
an improved service, but It has resulted.
as I suggested when I spoke in this House
on previous occasions, in the railways be-
ing enabled to cope with the essential
goods traffic, even over our comparatively
cheaply constructed and light-gauge lines.
Following on the success of the service to
Narembeen, I pressed for other services,
and one from Perth through Corrigin and
Xondinin to Hyden commenced on the
11th July of this year. Also a service
from Perth to Kulin via Narrogin com-
menced on the 10th July last, and
a service for the far south-eastern area
through Lake Grace, Newdegate, Lake
King, Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun com-
menced on the 3rd July last. Incidentally,
the full length of that run Is 364 miles.
I was told that it was ridiculous to at-
tempt a service aver such a great distance,
but actually it has been the most suc-
cessful of the lot. It is carrying capacity
loads practically every trip. In fact, last
week, when I was in the Lake Grace area,
I was told it had to leave three passengers
behind at Hopetoun, and five at Newde-
gate. The booking is opened three days
ahead for the more distant areas and,
after the three days, the booking is opened
at Lake Grace. and it is filled almost
immediately. It Is very rarely that there
Is a vacant seat in that bus.

Mr. Nalder: It is a very much appreci-
ated service.

Mr. PERKINS: The interjection of the
member for Katanning is entirely in line
with all the comments I have received
from people throughout the area. I am
hopeful that within the next few weeks
it will be possible to put two additional
buses on the run from Perth through
Wagin and as far as Lake Grace, in order
to cope with the traffic which the through
service to Hopetoun has shown to be off er-
ing. It appears likely that within the
next few weeks two buses will be scheduled
each way per week between Perth and
Lake Grace. That will have the added
advantage of releasing passenger trains
from that area which, in turn, will lessen
the drain by the Railway Department on
the meagre water supplies that exist, dur-
ing this dry season, in that part of the
State.

It has been the practice of the Railway
Department, road transport section, to re-
fuse to carry passengers at concession
fares and in some districts that is causing
a considerable amount of hardship. Where
ordinary rail transport is also available
people who have concession tickets can
travel by that alternative transport, but
in areas such as are served by the bus
that runs through to liopetoun-there is
no railway beyond Newdegate and the bus
has practically cut out the passenger

trains eastward of Wagin-! feel that there
is a case for school children, in particular,
being carried at concession rates.

Mr. Marshall: Are you speaking of ex-
cursion rates?

Mr. PERKINS: I arm speaking of school
children being carried at concession rates.
I believe that the finances of the Railway
Deparment have been made to look worse
than they should by reason of the depart-
ment being asked to grant all sorts of con-
cessions . In order to keep this bus service
on a proper accounting basis, I think that
whatever department requires such con-
cessions should be charged by the railways
with the cost Involved. In the case of
school children it would seem appropriate
that the Education Department should
bear the cost of the concession fares. It
would obviously make no difference to the
over-all position of the Government de-
partmnents concerned, as it would be maerely
an accounting adjustment between them.
I urge that this concession be granted as
soon as possible and believe that the
department concerned should stand the
cost, as I have said.

I come now to a suggestion for provid-
ing a passenger and light goods service
along the lines across which the buses
run at right angles. Other members may-
have in their electorates lines similarly
affected, but I am referring to the routes:
from Merredin to N'arrogin via Bruce Rock
and Corrigin on the one side, and Narem-
been, IXondinin and Kuhin on the other.
The bus routes that I have enumerated cut
across those lines. There are sidings be-
tween the main towns that are not getting
the service they have been accustomed to
receive. I have suggested to the Railway
Department that it take most of the seats
out of one of the diesel rail cars, leaving
perhaps 16 seats in the end nearest the
engine, and remove the seats from the
other section in order to convert it Into
a freight compartment.

In that way it should be possible to run
a rail car profitably between Merredin
and Narrogin on each of those loop
lines, thus providing a passenger, mail and
light parcel service connecting with the
passenger trains at Merredin and Narro-
gin. I hope the Railway Commissioners
will give careful consideration to that sug-
gestion or, if they can think of a better
one, put it into force to meet the deficiency
that now exists because of the cutting
out of the diesel rail cars consequent on
the provision of the bus services, and the
preference which the public has shown
for, buses as against rail cars.

I think most primary producers realise
that, with rising costs, it is inevitable that
there must be some increases in freights,
but the increase in wheat freights has
been greater than that in the case of any
other commodity. Due to the difficulties
being faced by the Federal Treasurer it
is almost Impossible to persuade any State
Treasurer to relinquish part of the revenue
he is already receiving, and while I would
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like to suggest that some of the freight
rates Deed scaling down, it is difficult to
press the point with the Treasurer. I sug-
gest, however, that the way in which the
increase in wheat freights was made was
most Inequitable.

I do not wish to quote the figures pro-
duced by the member for Moore, but I
have no doubt members can find them
recorded in "Hansard." Those figures
show that the increase in wheat freights
has been practically a straight percentage
increase. It has resulted in some of the
more distant wheat-producing areas pay-
tig more than lid, per bushel freight on
every bushel of wheat consigned over our
railway system.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Does that apply to
Raveristhorpe?

Mr. PERKINS: It is over lid, per
bushel there. Many instances could be
quoted of freight rates approaching ld.
per bushel on wheat. While wheat prices
are high the growers may not notice the
increase unduly, but from personal experi-
ence and discussion with other wheat-
growers I know that costs are closely fol-
lowing the price of wheat. At some time
In the future these high freight rates at
some of our more distant sidings will make
it difficult for the producers in those areas
to carry on profitably.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: .1 doubt whether
the member for Moore would agree with
that.

Mr. PERKINS: I do not know that it
would be economic to have an actual flat
rate on wheat, but what I do suggest is
that a fairer way of making these in-
creases in wheat freights would have been
to provide a fiat rate increase. That
means to say that the producers, whether
they were situated in areas nearer to
ports, or the more distant areas, would
each have carried the same increase per
bushel. They would still have had the
old differential, which was already pro-
vided in our freight schedules whereby the
nearer producers would have a consider-
able advantage over the more distant pro-
ducers. I am suggesting that when the
increase was made it should have been
made on a flat rate increase basis, be-
cause the increases in costs are not the
fault of any particular section of people.
I think the Producers, whether they live
in close or more distant parts, should
share equally in the burden.

Mr. Hoar: Do you think they would have
agreed with that?

Mr. PERKINS: I do not see any reason
why they should not. Some would have
been in favour and some would have been
against the proposition. But, the mem-
ber for Warren knows that Governments
have to try to do the thing which is fair.
if criticism is forthcoming as a result of
the action, and the action that they have
taken has been fair, Governments can

bear the criticism much better. In this
particular instance the percentage in-
creases levied on wheat freights were not
fair. The charge bore much more heavily
on some People than on others.

The only other subject I wish to dis-
cuss is soil conservation. When the pre-
vious Government introduced the exist-
ing Soil Conservation Act, I had a lot to
say. I was a fairly new member at the
time but I have since spoken at length,
in this House, on the same subject. There
is only one aspect with which I want to
deal tonight, and that concerns salt en-
croachment in the wheatbelt areas. The
salt problem in those parts, and in the
agricultural areas generally, Is of two
kinds. I have had considerable discus-
sions with Mr. Burvill, the Commissioner
of Boil Conservation, on this subject.
First of all we have the seepage which
usually results from water soaking in
on hillsides or near the tops of hills.
striking impervious layers and coming out
much lower down the hills. In its travel
through the ground the water takes with
It various soluble salts and where the
water comes out those salts are deposited
on the ground. Then we have the char-
acteristic salt patches which are evident
in many parts of our agricultural areas.

Mr. Hoar: Are they increasing?
Mr. PERKINS: Perhaps the member for

Warren knows more about that than I do,
because I do not see as much of that aspect
In the wheatgrowing areas that I know
best. I understand it is increasing but
by how much I do not know. The other
type of salt encroachment, which I re-
gard as the more serious, is the raising of
the water table In many of the flat forest
areas which are characteristic of our
wheatgrowing lands in Western Australia.
Before this country was cleared, the salt
problem was almost non-existent. We did
have a few salt lakes stretching out
through the agricultural lands but they
covered a comparatively small area of
ground. However, with the advent of ag-
ricultural settlement and the clearing of
trees from most of our present wheatgrow-
Ing lands, there has been a considerable
raising of the salt water table.

Where salt water was perhaps 20 or 30
feet under the surface, it now comes up to
within five or six feet or, in some cases.
right to the surface of the ground. Once
it comes anywhere near to the surface it
kills the vegetation and we have the salt
patches which we find in so many of the
flat forest areas through the wheatbelt.
it has been most noticeable that every time
we have a run of wet seasons, and there
is drainage into those salt lakes, there Is
a considerable spread of the salt areas ad-
jacent to our salt lake systems. That can
be explained by the lakes tilling up and
spreading out over the surrounding
ground, killing the surface vegetation, and.
in some cases carrying salt with it into
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deposits in the surrounding country. In
any case, as a result, the surface vegeta-
tion is killed. When that natural herbage
is destroyed it tends to raise the salt water
table and that means there is almost a
permanent extension of the salt-affected
area adjacent to the lake system. That
will always be so unless drastic counter-
measures are taken.

I have a considerable amount of coun-
try in the electorate I1 represent that is
thus affected. I have noticed that in this
dry run of seasons--the last three or four
seasons-much of the salt-affected land
has been reclaimed by the farmers en-
couraging various salt-tolerant grasses to
extend back on to it. That is entirely in
line with experience in other parts of Aus-
tralia. Unfortunately, unless we do some-
thing about dealing with the basic cause of
the trouble, the next time we have another
run of wet seasons those lakes will again
overflow, destroy the surface vegetation,
and those farmers will be back where they
started. Therefore, I suggest, as I have
proposed in this House before, that it is
necessary to make a survey of that salt
lake chain to see what remedy can be
applied, Many people living alongside
the salt lakes--and I entirely share
their views and believe this would be the
solution of the problem-suggest that if
the necks of land between those lakes
were cut through so that a continuous
channel was provided from lake to lake,
it would overcome the position.

That would mean in the early part of
the season the water which falls Into the
lakes, or adjacent to them, and drains
Into the lakes, would immediately start to
flow and find its way along the natural
water courses. In some cases it flows
through into the Avon River, down that
river and eventually reaches the sea. By
that means we would keep the level of the
salt lakes to an absolute minimum. Then,
late in the season, when in the wheat areas
we frequently have very heavy rains-par-
ticularly In July and August-we would
have the lakes to take up that flood water
and so avoid a great deal of the flooding
adjacent to the lake systems. If a big
enough channel could be provided it would
of course enable quite a portion of that
flood water to get away Immediately
through the drainage system down through
the rivers to the sea.

Mr. Marshall: But would not that make
a channel?

Mr. PERINS: Maybe, but there again
I do not wish to force my Ideas down
anybody else's throat. I suggest that the
proper course is to get a survey of this
system and find out just what It involves
and what the likely effects will be. In
any case a small-scale experiment just
cutting the necks between a few of these
lakes would give some useful practical ex-
perience, to work on. It has been sug-

tested to me that this would cause some
damage in the areas nearer the coast, for
instance, by making the Avon River
more salt than it is at present. I
think that these fears are very largely
groundless and I am quite Certain that it
would decrease rather than increase the
danger of flooding in the Avon River.

As members know, I formerly repre-
sented the York area and I know it quite
well. I remember that in the last series
of wet years when there was severe flood-
ing at York the worst occurred when
all the lakes and all the natural reser-
voirs, If I might put it that way, were
filled; then we got further heavy rains
and as there were no more local reser-
voirs to fill, all that body of water
had to move to the sea. Naturally, when
all the creeks adjacent to the river were
supplying as much as the river could take
and, further, when a great body of water
came from the salt lakes to the eastward,
severe flooding resulted. I suggest that
by providing a continuous flow of water
from as early in the season as possible,
we would keep this level to the minimum.
Then if we did get severe rains we would
have those reservoirs and thus obviate the
danger of flooding in the Avon. This
would also prevent some of the severe
flooding which has been experienced from
these waters coming down to the metro-
politan area.

That is entirely in line with what has
been experienced in Australia and in other
parts of the world. Drainage tends to
reduce the danger of flooding rather than
increase it. I have criticised Mr. Burvill
in the past for not taking a sufficiently
serious view of this particular problem,
and I still think that the department has
been far too complacent in this matter.
The Government has arranged in recent
times for an officer to come from the
Eastern States and give some advice on
this salt problem, and I understand that
we can shortly expect a report from him.
I know that he did make a tour
through our various salt-affected areas
with Mr. Burvill and I saw a comment in
'The West Australian" some months ago
where that gentleman had suggested to
the visiting officer that he had not seen
the really badly affected areas in the State,

The comment of this officer as reported
in "The West Australian," so far as I can
remember it, was to the effect that if,
from what he had seen, there were any
worse salt problems in Western Australia.,
then it was a case of "God help Western
Australia and its agricultural lands," I
view this problem very seriously indeed
and I think all the people engaged in
agriculture in other parts of the world
and the agricultural departments respon-
sible for the administration and the ten-
dering of advice to them owe a duty to
others, even though they may be beyond
our own country,
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I have spoken before in this House on
the comments made by the Director
General of the International Food Or-
ganisation, Sir John Boyd Orr, wherein
hie has stated, after perusing many more
figures and facts than any of us can pos-
sibly hope to see, that the world is enter-
ing into a most difficult food supply posi-
tion. We know from figures recently
quoted that actually the nutritional
standards of the Asiatic peoples have
fallen, I think, some 6 per cent. since before
'the recent war. In the past when food
uumpplies became difficult the traditional
remedy was to open up new food-produc-
ing areas throughout the world. How-
,ever, there are now no new food-producing
tkreas to open up, and the only remedy to
feed an ever-increasing world population
properly is to make better use of existing
areas which are already being farmed.

In Western Australia we have the same
responsibilities as other people in the rest
of the world and, if we do not take heed
of the problem I have been discussing here
tonight-the extension of salt encroach-
ment, particularly in our wheat areas-
then we shall not be living up to our re-
sponsibility. Actually what has happened
over the years has been that some of the
best agricultural land in Western Australia
has been lost due to salt encroachment, I
hope that even before the report is available
from this officer from the Eastern States,
the Government will realise the serious-
ness of the position and at least start some
preliminary work, because I feel that if
this officer has the experience he is re-
ported to have, his report will be extremely
alarming. From the individual producer',;
point of view it is a serious matter and
it is therefore necessary to take some
action to safeguard our own economy.
The wider aspect of doing our duty gand
the feeding of expanding world population
is one that we must not lose sight of, and
it is the practical way in which we can
do our share towards maintaining food
supplies in the world.

On motion by Mr. Hoar, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.9 p.m.

TEegisfatibe Coui.
Wednesday, 6th September, 1950.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION.

FREMAINTLE HARBOUR CONGESTION.
As to Diversion of Shipping to Albany.

Hon. J. M. THOMSON asked the Min-
ister for Transport:

(1) In view of the shipping congestion
at the Port of Fremantle, will the Govern-
ment discuss with ship owners a proposal
that ships be diverted to Albany unload-
ing direct into rail trucks at the wharf.
thus enabling a quicker delivery of goods?

(2) If this proposal were agreed to, would
the Government make a special port-to-
port rail freight available?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The matter of diverting ships now

calling at Fremantle for the Purpose of
relieving a congestion at that port has
been discussed with ship owners. The pos-
sible use of Albany and its available facili-
ties has been considered together with
other outports. From the ship owners'
point of view the difficulties of diverting
Fremnantle ships to outports including
Albany, are unsurmountable.

(2) Uniform rates apply over the whole
of the Government railway system.

MOTION-HEALTH ACT.
To Disallow Biogreph Box Regulations.

HON. SIR CHARLES LATHAM (Cen-
tral) [4.351: 1 move-

That the whole of new Part M of
the Public Building Regulations, made
pursuant to Section 178 of the Health
Act, 1911-1948. as published in the
"Government Gazette" of the 23rd
September, 1949, and laid on the Table
of the House on the 29th September,
1949. be and are hereby disallowed.

I would point out that these regulations
are not on the Table of the House at Pre-
sent. They were laid on the Table on the
evening before the House adjourned last
session, so it is quite feasible that mem-
bers will not have had an opportunity Of
knowing exactly what they contain. Most
of the regulations deal with structural


